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1852. 


NOTIFICATION. 


The  General  Board  of  Health  hereby  give  notice,  in  terms  of 
section  9th  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  that  on  or  before  the  20th 
day  of  October  next,  being  a period  of  not  less  than  one  month 
from  the  date  of  the  publication  and  deposit  hereof,  written  state- 
ments may  be  forwarded  to  the  Board  with  respect  to  any  matter 
contained  in  or  omitted  from  the  accompanying  Report  on  a 
preliminary  Inquiry  into  the  Sewerage,  Drainage,  and  Supply 
of  "Water,  and  the  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Parish  of  Yeovil,  in  the  County  of  Somerset ; or  with  respect 
to  any  amendment  to  be  proposed  therein. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

C.  Macaleat,  Secretary. 


Whitehall,  20th  August  1852. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT  (11  & 12  Viet.  cap.  63.) 


Report  to  the  General  Board  of  Health  on  a Preliminary 

Inquiry  into  the  Sewerage,  Drainage,  and  Supply  of 

Water,  and  the  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Inhabitants 

of  the  Parish  of  Yeovil,  in  the  County  of  Sonnerset. 

By  Thomas  Webster  Kammell,  Esq.,  Superintending 

Inspector. 

4,  Trafalgar  Square,  London, 
March  6,  1852. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

A PETITION  having  been  presented  to  your  Honourable 
Board,  signed  by  upwards  of  one  tenth  of  the  ratepayers  of 
the  parish  of  Yeovil,  praying  that  a Superintending  In- 
spector might  make  a preliminary  inquiry  into  tlie  sanitary 
condition  of  that  parish,  with  a view  to  the  application  of 
the  Public  Health  Act ; you  were  pleased  to  instruct  me  to 
make  such  preliminary  inquiry,  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  in  relation  thereto,  and  with  respect 
to  the  following  matters,  viz. : — 

The  sewerage,  drainage,  and  supply  of  water  ; 

The  state  of  the  burial  grounds  ; 

The  number  and  sanitary  condition  of  the  inhabitants ; 

The  Local  Acts  of  Parhament  (if  any)  in  force  within  the 
town  for  paving,  lighting,  cleansing,  watching,  regu- 
lating, supplying  with  water,  or  improving  the  same, 
or  having  relation  to  the  purposes  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1848  ; 

The  natural  drainage  areas ; 

The  existing  municipal,  parochial,  or  other  local  bounda- 
ries, and  the  boundaries  which  may  be  most  advan- 
tageously adopted  for  the  purposes  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1848. 

And  as  to  other  matters  with  respect  to  which  your 
Honourable  Board  was  desirous  of  being  informed. 

In  pursuance  of  these  instructions  I caused  the  proper 
notice  to  be  issued  of  my  intention  to  enter  upon  such 
inquiry  at  the  Town  Hall  at  Yeovil,  on  the  loth  of  December 


6 Opening  Proceedings. — General  Description. 

last,  wlien  I should  be  prepared  to  hear  all  persons  desirous 
of  being  heard  before  me  upon  the  various  subjects  embraced 
in  it. 

On  proceeding  on  that  day  to  the  place  of  meeting,  I 
found  assembled  a considerable  number  of  the  more  influ- 
ential inhabitants  of  the  parish.  Amongst  those  attending 
the  inquiry  on  that  day  and  subsequently  were  ; — Mr.  J.  K. 
Mayo,  Chairman  of  the  Local  Board  of  Commissioners ; 
Dr.  Tomkins  ; Mr.  Slade  ; Mr.  Lyon  ; Mr.  Wm.  Bide  ; Mr. 
Kobert  Tucker ; Mr.  Hannam  ; Mr.  H.  M.  Custard,  the  Port- 
reeve ; Mr.  Shorland ; Mr.  George  Hancock ; Mr.  Dicks ; 
Mr.  E.  Whitby,  Superintendent  Registrar,  and  Clerk  to 
the  Poor  Law  Guardians ; Mr.  Etheredge ; Mr.  Binford ; 
Mr.  Bowring ; Mr.  W.  Hunt ; Mr.  Curtis ; Mr.  Penny. 

Having  read  the  petition,  and  proved  the  due  publication 
and  afiixing  of  notices  as  required  by  the  Act,  some  ques- 
tion was  raised  as  to  the  genuineness  of  the  signatures  to 
the  petition.  Evidence,  however,  was  produced  which  fully 
established  the  authenticity  of  signatures  in  more  than  suffi- 
cient number  to  give  effect  to  the  petition ; and  I therefore 
proceeded  with  the  inquiry,  stating  that  I was  ready  to 
hear  any  gentleman  who  might  wish  to  make  any  observa- 
tions, either  in  support  of  or  in  opposition  to  the  prayer  of 
the  petition. 

Some  observations  were  then  made  by  Mr.  W.  Dicks, 
Mr.  Lyon,  and  others,  in  opposition  to  the  petition,  and 
complaining  of  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been  got  up  ; and 
by  Mr.  Hancock  in  support  of  the  objects  of  the  inquiry. 

I then  commenced  hearing  evidence,  and  continued  to  do 
so  on  the  two  following  days,  employing  the  after  part  of 
each  day  in  an  inspection  of  the  various  localities  in  the 
town  and  neighbouring  district,  in  which  I was  accom- 
panied by  several  gentlemen  who  had  been  present  at  the 
meetings. 

I should  here  state  that  notwithstanding  the  previous 
decision  on  the  point,  the  genuineness  of  the  signatures  was 
again  questioned  at  a later  period  of  the  proceedings,  when 
further  evidence  was  gone  into,  which  confirmed  their 
validity. 

Geneeal  Desckiption. — Yeovil  is  a market  town  and 
parish  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  miles  S.S.E.  from 
Somerset,  and  122  miles  W.S.W.  from  London.  It  is  sup- 
po.sed  to  be  of  ancient  foundation,  some  tessellated  pave- 
ments and  other  relics  which  have  been  discovered  in  it, 
pointing  to  the  time  of  the  Romans. 

It  is  situated  on  the  river  Yeo  (whence  it  takes  its  name) 
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or  Ivel,  the  Klox  of  Ravunas,  which  having  its  source  in 
seven  springs  near  Sherborne,  separates  the  counties  of 
Somerset  and  Dorset,  and  passes  this  place  at  a short  dis- 
tance to  the  east,  at  a point  where  it  receives  the  waters 
of  a small  stream  which  bounds  the  town  on  the  south. 

The  town  consists  of  numerous  streets,  many  of  them 
spacions  ; and  the  principal  houses  are  generally  good,  many 
of  them  constructed  of  stone. 

Public  Buildings. — There  are  two  churches  of  the  Esta- 
blished Church : the  old  church  of  St.  J ohn’s,  in  the  centre 
of  the  town,  which  dates  from  about  the  middle  of  the 
fifteenth  century ; and  the  new  church  of  Trinity,  erected 
four  or  five  years  ago.  The  Town  Hall,  recently  erected  by 
the  Special  Commissioners,  is  their  special  property,  and  the 
rents  and  profits  are  received  by  them  for  the  purposes  of 
the  Act. 

There  are  public  schools  in  the  town,  supported  by  private 
contributions,  in  which  children  to  the  number  of  about  200 
are  received  daily ; and  who  are  compelled  to  learn  the 
Church  Catechism,  except  in  cases  where  the  parents  request 
otherwise. 

Railways. — Yeovil  is  at  present  without  railway  accom- 
modation, but  there  are  two  lines  for  the  purpose,  sanctioned 
by  the  Legislature,  the  works  on  which  were  long  since 
commenced,  but  have  for  some  time  remained  untouched. 
One  is  the  Wilts,  Somerset,  and  Weymouth  Railway,  and 
the  other  a branch  fi^-om  the  Bristol  and  Exeter  Railway, 
near  Bridgwater.  Exertions  are  now  making  for  the  com- 
pletion of  both  lines. 

Markets,  Fairs,  &c. — The  market-day  is  Friday,  every 
alternate  Friday  being  that  of  the  great  market, — corn  and 
cattle,  butter,  cheese,  hemp  and  flax,  being  sold  in  large 
quantities.  There  are  also  fairs  for  horses,  «fec.,  held  the 
end  of  June  and  the  middle  of  November. 

Trade,  &c. — There  was  formerly  a considerable  business 
in  the  manufacture  of  woollens  carried  on  in  this  town ; but 
tliis  has  since  been  entirely  discontinued.  That  of  leather 
glove-making,  which  is  of  many  centuries  standing,  is  in  a 
flourishing  condition.  With  this  exception  there  is  no 
important  manufacture  in  Yeovil. 

Mr.  'William  Bide,  an  extensive  glove  manufacturer,  gave 
the  following  particulars, — 

“ There  are  made  in  Yeovil  about  4,600  dozen  pairs,  and  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Yeovil  about  2,500  dozen  pairs  of  gloves  per 
week.  The  wages  paid  yearly  by  the  Yeovil  manufacturers 
amount  to  from  65,000?.  to  70,000/.,  and  by  those  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood from  31,000/.  to  34,000/. 


8 Natural  features  of  the  Site  and  Neighbourhood. 

“ With  respect  to  the  earnings  of  those  employed  in  this  manu- 
facture, it  is  to  be  observed  that  some  of  the  women  ai'e  only 
partially  occupied  in  glove-making,  devoting  to  it  only  so  much 
time  as  they  can  spare  from  their  ordinai-y  occupations.  There 
are  different  kinds  of  work,  and  some  admit  of  better  pay  than 
others.  The^  girls  generally  work  for  the  women,  and  are  paid 
by  them.  W hen  fully  employed  the  wages  of  the  various  classes 
would  be  as  follows  : — 

s.  d.  £ s.  d. 

Glove  cutters  - - from  16  Otol  2 Oa  week. 

Leather-dressers  - „ 14  0 „ 1 1 0 „ 

Leather-dyers  - - „ 16  0 „ 1 2 0 „ 

Leather-parers  - „ 14  0 „ 1 0 0 „ 

Women  - - „ 4 0 „ 0 6 0 „ 

Girls  under  14  - „ 1 0 „ 0 2 6 „ 

Boys  under  18  - „ 1 6 „ 0 6 0 „ 

The  glove-sewers  begin  usually  at  seven  years  of  age, 
and  the  work  is  carried  on  in  the  country  cottages  as  well 
as  in  the  town. 

It  is  calculated  that  from  60,000?.  to  70,000?.  per  anmiTn 
is  paid  in  wages  in  the  glove  district  in  and  around  Yeovil, 
to  the  operatives. 

Natural  Features  of  the  Site  and  Neighbourhood. — 
Mr.  Hannani  was  good  enough  to  supply  me  with  some 
valuable  notes  upon  this  branch  of  the  subject. 

The  totvn  is  sheltered  on  the  north  by  a lofty  range  of 
hills  ; and  on  the  south-east  are  three  remarkable  hills, 
from  the  summit  of  one  of  which  (Newton  Hill)  the  English 
and  Bristol  Channels  can  be  discerned. 

The  upper  surface  of  this  district  of  country  is  chiefly 
yellow  sand,  more  or  less  mixed  with  clay,  forming  a rich 
sandy  loam.  This  varies  in  depth  from  2 feet  in  the  lower 
part  of  the  town  to  15  feet  or  20  feet  in  the  more  elevated 
ground  on  Penn.  At  about  a mile  from  the  town  it  becomes 
of  less  thickness ; under  this  is  a bed  of  good  building  stone 
(oolite),  of  the  average  thickness  of  5 feet.  The  lower  bed 
is  called  Dew  stone,  being  of  a very  hard  nature,  and  very 
difficult  to  reduce  into  proper  shape  for  building  purposes  ; 
it  is,  however,  very  well  adapted  for  the  repair  of  roads,  and 
it  is  generally  used  for  that  purpose  ; the  upper  portion  ot 
this  stratum  to  the  thickness  of  3 to  4 feet  makes  good 
lime ; but  the  Dew  stone,  though  containing  a considerable 
quantity  of  carbonate  of  lime,  is  not  generally  used  for  this 
purpose.  It  is  a stone  containing  a large  portion  of  silicious 
matter. 

Immediately  beneath  this  stratification  is  the  stratum 
called  here  “ ingotton  ” which  may  be  described  as  com- 
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posed  of  silicious,  argillaceous,  and  calcareous  deposits  ; it 
rarely  contains  any  organic  remains,  and  is  generally  com- 
posed of  sUicious  and  calcareous  matter  mixed  with  in- 
durated clay  and  marl,  forming  a very  compact  mass,  with 
occasional  minute  fissures,  for  the  most  part  nearly  perpen- 
dicular. These  cracks  or  fissures  are  near  the  surface,  hut 
not  often  foimd  lower  down. 

The  depth  of  this  bed  is  not  known,  but  it  is  presumed 
to  be  of  great  depth.  An  attempt  was  made  some  years 
since  to  make  an  artesian  well  on  the  late  Mr.  Samuel 
Duffot’s  premises,  near  the  Pall  Inn.  The  boring  was 
carried  to  the  depth  of  nearly  350  feet.  The  first  30  or 
40  feet  was  llie  “ ingotton  ” before  referred  to,  but  below 
this  the  auger  brought  up  marl  only,  with  occasional  gritty 
substances.  The  undertaking  was  then  abandoned,  and 
a well  was  sunk  near  the  boring  to  about  37  feet  deep  ; this 
well  communicated  with  the  boring,  and  from  it  a good 
supply  of  comparatively  soft  water  was  obtauied. 

This  formation  extends  to  about  1^  mile  fi’om  the  centre 
of  the  town,  and  inclines  to  it,  and  to  the  brook  that  runs 
fi’om  Odcombe  to  Yeovil,  through  Hendford  bridge,  and 
falls  into  the  river  Yeo,  near  the  Yeovil  gasworks. 

There  are  occasional  faults  and  dislocations  in  this  strati- 
fication, and  several  in  the  town,  which  cause  considerable 
variation  in  the  depth  that  it  is  necessary  to  dig  wells  to 
get  good  water. 

The  well  or  spring  in  Keckleford  (MiUers  Well)  gives  a 
small  supply  of  very  pure  water.  It  finds  its  way  from  the 
under  side  of  the  rock  or  limestone  strata.  The  well  at  the 
church  steps  is  under  similar  circumstances,  that  is,  the 
water  finds  a passage  between  the  rock  and  the  compact 
indurated  clay,  marl,  &c.,  immediately  beneath  it. 

In  High-street  and  towards  Penn  the  bed  of  limestone  is 
rarely  met  with  in  sinking  wells,  but  a few  months  since  a 
well  was  sunk  at  Mr.  John  Turner’s,  near  the  north-east 
angle  of  the  churchyard,  and  about  1 5 feet  from  the  railing, 
which  passed  through 


ft. 

in. 

Yellow  sand  - 

- 

- 6 

0 

Ingotton 

- 

- 24 

0 

Limestone  rock 

- 

- 5 

0 

Blue  marl 

- 

- 25 

0 

Feet  60 

0 

The  water  rose  to  nearly  24  feet  from  the  surface  of  the 
well,  which  is  in  a cellar  8 feet  below  the  ground. 


10 


Rental  of  Land. — Poor  Relief. 

The  yellow  sand  loam  of  the  surface  is,  in  some  places, 
mixed  with  hardly  sufficient  clay  to  render  it  suitable  for 
brick-making.  It  makes  an  excellent  land  for  agricultural 
purposes,  and  is  suitable  for  rearing  flax,  as  well  as  all  cereal 
crops,  and  for  dairy  purposes.  It  is  generally  sufficiently 
tenacious  to  hold  enough  water  for  the  demands  of  vegeta- 
tion ; whilst,  at  the  same  time,  it  is  sufficiently  porous  to 
render  drainage  works  unnecessary.  Subsoil  drainage  is 
seldom  required. 

Rental  of  La/ifid. — Grass  land  near  the  town  lets  for  very 
high  prices ; some  as  high  as  U.  an  acre,  for  dairy  purposes 
As  a general  rule  the  rental  of  the  land  in  the  parish  is  said 
to  fetch  about  40s.  an  acre ; grass  land  from  21. 1 Os.  to  3Z. 
an  acre. 

Agricultural  Wages.  — The  wages  of  agricultural  la- 
bourers varies  from  7s.  to  10s.  a week,  with  an  allowance 
of  tlmee  pints  of  cider  a day.  Compared  with  other  dis- 
tricts in  this  part  of  the  country,  some  of  those  in  Dorset- 
shire, for  instance,  this  class  of  labourers  may  be  said  to 
be  well  off  in  Yeovil. 

Area,  Houses,  and  Population.— The  area  of  the  parish 
is  4,056  acres ; that  of  the  town  about  140  acres. 

The  population  in  1821  was  5,590 ; in  1831,  6,911 ; in 
1841,  8,089  ; by  the  last  census  it  was  7,751. 

The  number  of  houses  inhabited  in  1841  was  1,441  j 
uninhabited  and  building,  173.  The  number  of  inhabitants 
to  each  house  being  5 ' 6. 

Poor  Relief.  — Yeovil  Union  comprises  several  other 
parishes,  amongst  which  East  Coker,  Ilchester,  Martock, 
Montacute,  Puddimore,  South  Petherton,  West  Coker.  The 
total  population  of  the  various  parishes  in  the  Union,  ac- 
cording to  the  last  census,  was  28,456.  Total  amount  of 
the  expenditure  of  the  Union  for  the 

£ s.  d. 

Half  year  ending  Lady-day  1851  - 5,614  19  1^ 

Half  year  ending  Michaelmas  1851  - 5,158  16  4 

^10,773  15 

Of  this  amount  the  parish  of  Yeovil  expended 

Half  year  to  Lady-day  - - 1,318  0 Ill- 

Half  year  to  Michaelmas  - - 1,030  6 

.£2,348  7 3 

Statistics  of  Life. — The  following  table  is  a return  of 
births  and  deaths  in  the  parish  of  Yeovil  during  the  seven 
years  1844-1850  ; — 


Return  of  Births  and  Deaths  in  the  Parish  of  Yeovil,  during  the  Seven  Years  1844-50. 
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Vital  Statistics. — Government. 


Mr.  Whitby,  the  Superintendent-Registrar,  and  Clerk  to 
the  Guardians,  who  furnished  the  above  return,  states  in 
reference  to  it,  that  he  has  deducted  those  deaths  in  the 
Union  house  which  do  not  belong  to  the  parish.  I have  left 
the  table  as  he  drew  it  up ; but  must  observe,  that  as  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Union  house  are  included  in  the  popula- 
tion of  the  parish,  it  would  lead  to  error  altogether  to  ex- 
clude the  deaths  even  of  those  belonging  to  other  parishes 
when  calculating  an  average  of  the  mortality.  No  doubt, 
including  the  whole  would  unduly  swell  the  true  mortality 
of  the  parish  ; and  the  exact  medium  is  one  which  can  only 
be  approximated.  Taking  the  table  as  it  stands,  however, 
including  the  whole  number  of  deaths,  the  following  results 
present  themselves : — 

1.  The  mortality  in  Yeovil  parish,  estimated  upon  the 
seven  years  1844-50,  presents  an  average  of  190  yearly, 
which,  distributed  over  a population  of  7,751,  gives  an 
average  of  24  ‘ 6 per  thousand.  In  the  latter  four  years  of 
the  return,  the  mortality  has  been  much  higher,  averaging 
218  per  annum,  being  at  the  enormous  rate  of  nearly  29  in 
1,000. 

2.  The  deaths  under  five  years  of  age  are  a tlxird  of  the 
whole  number  of  deaths. 

3.  The  deaths  fi:om  epidemic,  endemic,  and  contagious 
diseases  are  at  the  average  rate  of  60  per  annum,  or  1 in 
129  of  the  population. 

Of  this  number  a very  great  proportion,  191  cases,  being 
nearly  half,  have  been  owing  to  consumption,  and  43  cases 
of  small-pox. 

Government  — Local  Acts.  — Improvement  Commis- 
sioners.— The  ordinary  local  affairs  of  the  town  are  ma- 
naged under  a Local  Act,  11  Geo.  lY.  1830,  intituled  “An 
Act  for  paving,  lighting,  &c.  the  town  of  Yeovil.”  In 
this  Act  40  persons  were  named  as  Commissionei's.  Their 
qualification  is  a property  qualification  of  40?.  a year,  within 
the  town,  and  they  must  be  resident  householdei’s  in  the 
town.  The  justices  for  the  division  of  Yeovil,  and  the 
vicar  for  the  time  being  are  constituted  ex  ofiicio  members. 
The  Commissioners,  whose  number  is  now  32,  are  empowered 
to  fill  up  vacancies  in  their  body,  being  in  fact  a self-elective 
body. 

Their  jurisdiction,  except  so  far  as  relates  to  police 
and  watching,  is  confined  to  the  limits  of  the  town. 
Under  this  Act  tlae  whole  of  the  streets  and  public  places 
in  the  town  are  vested  in  the  Commissioners,  who  are 
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endowed  with  the  usual  and  necessary  powers  for  the  repair 
of  such  streets  ; and  the  inhabitants  who  are  assessed  under 
the  Act  are  discharged  from  all  highway  rates.  No  parti- 
cular street  rate  is  levied.  The  general  powers  of  the  Com- 
missioners are  confined  within  certain  defined  boundaries, 
which  comprise  “ the  town  of  Yeovil there  are  some  few, 
however,  beyond  these  limits.  Their  powers,  as  to  police 
and  watching,  are  co-extensive  with  the  parish.  Inhabitants 
rated  under  the  Improvement  Act  are  exempt  from  highway 
rates. 

The  Commissioners  have  full  power  to  alter  existing 
drains  and  watercourses,  and  to  form  new  ones  ; and 
without  their  consent  no  inhabitant  can  turn  any  new 
private  drain  into  a common  sewer.  They  have  particular 
powers  for  preventing  nuisances  in  or  near  the  highways, 
for  cleansing  the  streets,  and  appointing  scavengers  for 
that  purpose.  All  house  occupiers  are  bound  to  sweep  the 
pavement  before  their  houses  twice  a week.  Mr.  Batten, 
the  Clerk  to  the  Commissioners,  states  that  this  power  is 
enforced  sometimes  in  winter  by  notice,  but  not  in  the 
summer.  A particular  clause  forbids  the  continuance  of 
any  slaughter-house,  sewer,  dung,  or  noisome  matter  in  or 
near  any  of  the  streets  which  shall  be  considered  by  any  of 
the  inhabitants  as  a nuisance  or  annoyance,  and  power  is 
given  to  the  Commissioners  in  default  of  removal  of  such 
nuisance  to  remove  it  themselves,  and  penalties  are  inflicted 
for  neglect.  This  is  the  only  clause  giving  the  Commis- 
sioners power  to  interfere  with  any  private  property.  It  is 
considered  a defect  in  the  Act  that  it  gives  no  compulsory 
power  to  purchase  premises  required  for  improvements. 

The  Commissioners  have  full  powers  for  watering  the 
streets.  Three  pumps  have  been  erected  by  the  Com- 
missioners in  the  town;  the  well  or  reservoir  of  one  of 
which,  called  NuAs  well  pump,  has  been  sunk  deeper, 
and  made  to  contain  about  sixty  hogsheads  of  water. 
Such  parts  of  the  street  as  were  formerly  turnpike  have 
been,  by  the  Act,  divested  of  that  character.  There  are 
extensive  powers  for  widening  and  improving  streets  and 
purchasing  property.  The  town  was  principally  thatched 
at  one  time,  and  power  is  given  in  the  Act  to  restrain  per- 
sons from  thatching  any  houses,  except  such  as  had  hereto- 
fore been  thatched.  The  Commissioners  have  powers  to 
cause  the  streets  to  be  watched,  and  to  appoint  any  number 
of  watchmen  both  by  day  and  by  night,  to  provide  lock-up 
houses,  &c.  The  ordinary  repairs  of  the  streets,  cleansing, 
watering,  &c.,  are  done  by  contract,  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  the  Surveyor  appointed  by  the  Commissioners. 


14  Improvement  Commissioners. — Meetings,  &c. 

Rating. — For  all  the  purposes  of  this  Act  the  Commis- 
sioners are  empowered  to  make  and  levy  rates  upon  the 
occupiers  of  all  premises  within  the  town,  except  such  as  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners  shall  not  be  benefited  by 
the  lighting  and  watching ; such  rates  to  be  made  according 
to  the  usual  value  ascertained  for  the  purposes  of  the 
poor  s rate,  and  not  to  exceed  4s.  in  the  pound.  No  person 
is  to  be  rated  for  any  arable,  meadow,  pasture,  or  orchard 
land,  or  for  any  premises  used  for  the  purposes  of  husbandry 
alone.  There  is  a power  for  partially  remitting  rates  when 
the  premises  are  only  partially  benefited,  and  also  a power 
to  relieve  from  rates  in  cases  of  poverty.  There  is  a special 
px’ovision  that  when  any  house  is  let  in  two  or  more  tene- 
ments under  the  aggregate  rental  of  6?.  a year,  or  when  the 
occupiers  shall  be  excused  from  paying  the  rates  on  account 
of  poverty,  to  rate  the  landlord.  There  have  been  ordinarily 
four  6d.  rates  a year,  producing  in  the  total  about  1,21 2^.  a 
year ; loss  on  account  of  voids,  &c.,  about  100?.  a year. 

Borrowing  Money. — The  Commissioners  have  power  to 
borrow  4,000?.  upon  the  security  of  the  rates.  They  have 
only  borrowed  1,400?.,  700?.  of  which  has  been  laid  out  in 
general  improvement,  and  700?.  in  the  purchase  of  a site, 
and  in  erecting  a residence  for  the  superintendent,  rooms 
for  the  Commissioners  meetings,  and  a police-station  with 
three  cells.  There  are  also  some  penalties  imposed,  recover- 
able before  justices  of  the  peace. 

Meetings. — The  Board  of  Commissioners  consists  at  present 
(exclusive  of  the  ex-officios)  of  thirty-two  members,  thirty- 
one  of  whom  have  qualified.  The  meetings  are  held  on  the 
first  Tuesday  in  every  month,  or  after  special  notice. 

Mr.  Batten  states  that  there  are  not  often  more  than 
seven  or  eight  present  at  these  meetings,  unless  there  be 
any  particular  question  for  discussion,  and  that'  it  not  un- 
frequently  happens  that  no  meeting  can  be  held  for  want  of 
a sufficient  attendance,  five  being  a quorum.  This,  however, 
has  not  been  the  case  so  much  latterly.  The  number  of 
Commissioners  was  about  three  years  ago  reduced  to  twenty, 
since  which  it  had  been  raised  to  the  fall  number,  forty. 
Mr.  Batten  states, — 

“ In  the  last  year  I should  say  not  more  than  two  meetings 
failed  ; previously  I have  known  as  many  as  four  fail  in  one 
year.” 

Officers — Salaries. — The  Commissioners  are  empowered 
to  appoint  a clerk,  a treasurer,  a collector,  a surveyor,  a 
superintendent  of  police,  and  other  necessary  officers.  The 
clerk  is  paid  30?.  a year ; the  collector,  surveyoi',  and  .super- 
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intendent  of  police,  who  is  one  person,  80i.  a year  and  a 
residence. 

Improvements. — With  respect  to  the  principal  works  of 
improvement  effected  by  the  Commissioners,  Mr.  Batten 
states,  — 

“ The  chief  improvements  in  widening  the  streets  have  been 
effected  in  Middle-street,  which  was  the  main  coach  line  from 
London  to  Exeter.  In  the  first  year  they  purchased  for  2501.  pre- 
mises at  a part  where  the  street  was  not  above  12  feet  wide,  and 
have  in  that  and  other  parts  nearly  doubled  the  width  of  the  street. 
Upon  this  street  they  have  expended  fully  600/.  Several  years 
ago  they  also  purchased  and  pulled  down  some  old  butchers  shops 
at  the  entrance  of  the  market,  and  not  long  ago  they  purchased 
for  200/.  from  the  Special  Commissioners  the  site  of  the  old  market- 
house  and  shambles,  and  laid  the  place  open  to  the  street.  They 
also  purchased  premises  next  to  Stuckey’s  bank  at  an  expense  of 
100/.,  and  premises  opposite  the  gasworks  at  an  expense  of  120/. 
They  have  also  effected  a very  great  improvement  in  the  cause- 
ways.” 

Lighting. — Up  to  1834  the  streets  of  the  town  were 
lighted  with  oil,  there  being  about  120  lamps,  at  an  expense 
of  about  135/.  a year.  Since  that  time  it  has  been  lighted 
with  gas  by  a Company  established  in  1833  ; it  is  a private 
Company,  neither  registered  nor  incorporated,  but  acting 
under  a simple  deed  of  co-partnership.  Under  the  powers 
of  the  Town  Act  the  right  to  lay  mains  under  all  the  streets 
has  been  conceded  to  this  Company  by  the  Commissioners. 

The  works  are  situated  in  the  lower  part  of  the  town, 
near  the  Newton  turnpike  gate,  and  close  to  the  brook 
which  constitutes  the  main  outfall  for  the  sewage  of  the 
town.  There  are  two  gasometers,  holding  collectively 
34,000  cubic  feet,  and  pi’emises  for  11  retorts;  ordinarily, 
of  these  six  are  worked  in  winter  and  two  in  summer. 

The  pipes  are  laid  under  every  street  in  the  town.  The 
principal  main  is  6 inches  in  diameter,  and  the  mains 
diminish  from  this  size  to  2 inches  towards  the  exteidor  of 
the  town. 

There  are  123  public  lamps  lighted  for  eight  months  in 
the  year  from  nightfall  till  12  o’clock,  and  12  which  are 
kept  burning  the  whole  night.  During  the  remaining  four 
months  none  of  the  public  lamps  are  lighted. 

Mr.  Hannam  states, — 

“ In  the  first  instance  ninety  public  lamps  were  lit  by  us  for 
135/.  at  a very  great  loss.  About  ten  years  ago  we  contracted 
to  light  a certain  number  of  lamps  for  a longer  period  at,  I believe, 
55s.  a lamp.  The  present  contract  was  entered  into  about  five 
years  ago,  to  endure  for  ten  years.  The  conditions  were  that  the 


16  Improvement  Commissioners. — Lighting. 

Gas  Company  should  lay  down  additional  mains  and  put  up  more 
lamps,  so  as  to  supersede  all  the  oil  lamps  at  a cost  to  them  of 
about  500/.,  the  town  paying  for  123  lamps  lit  as  above  directed 
at  the  rate  of  47s.  Qd.  each,  the  whole  of  the  cost  of  repairing 
mains  and  lamps,  lighting,  and  extinguishing,  being  undertaken 
by  the  Gas  Company. 

“ I think  the  sum  allowed  for  public  lighting  would  return  5 per 
cent,  upon  the  proportion  of  capital  fairly  chargeable  to  the  public, 
and  upon  the  working  expenses.” 

The  consumption  of  gas  for  private  purposes  averages  in 
winter  daily  about  9,000  cubic  feet ; in  summer,  about 
1,000.  The  average  daily  consumption  all  the  year  round 
may  be  about  5,000.  Of  course,  the  factories  consume  a 
good  deal. 

The  charge  in  the  first  instance  was  15s.  per  1,000  cubic 
feet;  in  1842  it  was  reduced  to  12s.  6cZ.,  about  two  years 
afterwards  to  10s.,  subsequently  to  8s.  4(^.,  and  last  year  to 
7s.  6c?. 

The  cost  of  the  coal  used  is  now  about  18s.  4cZ.  per  ton; 
it  is  a fair  coal,  and  8,000  cubic  feet  per  ton  is  considered  a 
good  yield. 

The  original  capital  of  the  Company  was  fixed  at  3,500?. 
The  shares  are  of  30?.  and  10?. ; they  are  chiefly  held  by 
townspeople.  There  is  one  holder  to  the  extent  of  forty 
shares.  A dividend  of  5 per  cent,  is  now  paid  upon  the 
shares. 

The  Improvement  Commissioners  are  prohibited,  under  a 
penalty  of  100?.,  by  their  Act,  from  being  interested  in 
any  contract  made  with  their  body ; and  cannot,  therefore, 
hold  gas  shares  during  the  existence  of  any  contract  for 
lighting  the  town.  But,  by  a clause  in  the  Market  Act, 
this  disqualification  is  removed  so  far  as  the  execution  of 
that  Act  is  concerned. 

Ml’.  Hannam  put  in  the  following  statement  of  the 
accounts  of  the  Company : — 


General  Statement  of  Income  and  Expenditure  of  the  Yeovil  Gas  and  Coke  Company,  from  24  June  1850  to  24  June  1851. 
Dr.  cash  account.  Cr. 
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18  Impirovement  Commissioners. — Portreeve  and  Burgesses. 

Improvement  Commissioners  Accounts. — Though  not 
compelled  to  do  so  hy  their  Act,  the  Improvement  Com- 
missioners publish  annually  a statement  of  their  account. 
The  abstract  in  page  19  is  that  relating  to  the  year  pre- 
ceding the  inquiry. 

Portreeve  and  Burgesses. — There  still  exists  in  Yeovil 
a kind  of  quasi  Corporation,  called  the  Portreeve  and  Bur- 
gesses,, who,  previous  to  the  passing  of  the  Act  noticed 
hereafter,  possessed  considerable  property,  in  houses  and 
land.  The  Corporation  some  years  ago  dwindled  down  to 
a portreeve  and  two  or  three  non-resident  burgesses. 
Attempts  were  made  to  introduce  Yeovil  into  the  Municipal 
Corporations  Act ; twice  it  was  introduced  into  the  schedule, 
and  as  many  times  struck  out.  At  length,  after  sundry 
proceedings  before  Parliament,  an  Act  was  passed  in  1846, 
9 & 10  Viet.,  intituled  “ An  Act  for  regulating  the  Markets 
and  Fairs  in  the  Borough  and  Town  of  Yeovil,  in  the 
County  of  Somerset,”  by  which  it  was  enacted,  “ That  the 
Members  of  the  Corporation  of  Yeovil  for  the  time  being, 
and  the  persons  for  the  time  being  acting  as  Commissioners 
for  paving,  lighting,  watching,  &c.  the  town  of  Yeovil, 
should  be  incorporated  under  the  style  or  title  of  ‘The 
Special  Commissioners  of  the  Town  of  Yeovil.’  ” 

By  another  Act,  passed  in  the  same  Session,  intituled 
“ An  Act  to  enable  the  Special  Commissioners  of  the  Town 
of  Yeovil  to  sell  certain  Estates  in  the  Parish  of  Yeovil,  in 
the  County  of  Somerset,”  all  the  property  of  the  portreeve 
and  burgesses  was  vested  in  the  “ Special  Commissioners,” 
constituted  as  above. 

The  value  of  the  j^i'operty  of  the  portreeve  and  bur- 
gesses, if  it  had  been  in  hand,  was  then  considered  to  be 
22,000?.;  and  it  was  stated  before  the  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  that  the  reversion  was  then  worth 
7,000?.  or  8,000?.  The  Special  Commissioners  were  em- 
powered to  dispose  of  the  property,  and  to  apply  the  pur- 
chase-money, first,  in  paying  off  a mortgage ; then  in  paying 
the  costs  of  sale,  and  expense  of  obtaining  Acts ; thirdly, 
in  paying  for  the  franchise  of  the  markets  and  fairs,  and 
the  residue  towards  improving  the  property  of  the  Special 
Commissioners. 

The  body  of  portreeve  and  burgesses  still  exists,  and  now 
consists  of  seven  persons.  It  ought  to  consist  of  thirteen, 
but  has  fallen  off,  because  one  portreeve,  who  had  held  office 
for  several  years,  has  refused  to  concur  in  the  nomination 
of  neAv  members.  By  right,  Mr.  Vining  says,  the  portreeve 
ought  to  be  elected  every  year  by  the  Lord  of  the  Manor,  out 
of  three  persons  nominated  by  the  portreeve  and  burgesses. 
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The  Market  Act. 


The  old  Corporation  -were  and  are  still  trustees  of  a small . 
almshouse  for  the  residence  of  four  poor  women,  three  of 
whom  receive  also  4c?.  a week,  which  is  charged  on  the 
property  of  the  Special  Commissioners. 

The  Market  Act. — By  this  Act  the  Special  Commissioners 
are  empowered  to  purchase  all  existing  rights  for  holding 
fairs  and  markets,  to  provide  new  markets,  and  to  erect 
a town-hall,  to  take  tolls,  and  to  borrow  money  to  the 
amount  of  12,000?. 

All  the  rents  and  tolls  of  the  market,  together  with  the 
proceeds  from  the  borough  estates,  are  to  constitute  one 
fund,  called  the  “ Market  Fund,”  and  after  meeting  all  the 
reqriirements  of  the  Act,  and  of  those  of  the  other  Act  (called 
the  Estates  Act),  the  surplus  is  to  be  applied  in  such  manner 
as  the  Special  Commissioners  shall  direct  for  the  public 
benefit  of  the  town. 

hlr.  Vining,  clerk  to  the  Special  Commissioners,  made  the 
following  statement  of  the  constitution  of  the  Board,  and 
what  has  been  alread}^  done  under  it : — 

“ The  ■present  number  of  Special  Commissioners  is  thirty-two, 
consisting  of  one  gentleman,  six  retired  glove-manufacturers,  one 
retired  tradesman,  four  glove-manufacturers,  four  drapers,  eight 
other  tradesmen,  two  surgeons,  three  solicitors,  two  brewers,  and 
the  clerk  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Poor  Law  Union,  with 
eight  ex-officios.  The  body  meet  monthly ; the  average  attendance 
for  the  whole  five  years  has  not  been  more  than  seven ; but  few 
meetings  have  failed  for  want  of  attendance. 

“ They  have  purchased  the  franchise  froniMr.  Harbin  for  holding 
markets  and  fairs  ; have  sold  a large  portion  of  the  property  trans- 
ferred to  them  ; have  paid  the  mortgage  existing  on  the  premises, 
and  the  whole  of  the  expenses  (save  200?.)  of  obtaining  the  Acts 
of  Parliament.  The  legal  expenses  amounted  to  about  2,000?. 
They  have  purchased  premises  for  the  site  of  the  3iew  markets 
(of  the  purchase-money  of  which  1,300?.  rem^ained  unpaid). 

“ The  Special  Commissioners  have  built  a ToAvn-hall,  and  all 
necessary  buildings  for  markets  and  fairs.  The  cattle  market  at 
present  is  held  in  the  streets,  which  is  found  to  be  very  objection- 
able. They  have  a fair-field,  into  which  they  contemplate 
removing  the  cattle-market,  but  are  at  present  prevented  from  a 
want  of  .the  necessary  funds,  which  are  estimated  at  500?.” 

Mr.  .Vining  added  upon  this  point,  that  great  efforts  had 
been  made  by  the  Special  Commissioners  to  remove  the 
cattle  market  fi'om  the  streets,  but  that  a gveat  difference  of 
opinion  existed  as  to  the  propriety  of  doing  so,  not  only 
amongst  the  inhabitants  but  also  amongst  the  farmers.  An 
objection  to  the  removal  had  been  made  by  many  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  street  where  the  market  is  held. 


Special  Commissioners  Accounts. 
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The  Special  Commissioners  have  borrowed,  on  security  of 
the  tolls,  about  6,700Z.,  nearly  300Z.  of  which  remain  unpaid. 
They  owe  about  1,000Z.,  and  a floating  debt  of  about  2,500^. 
to  2,700Z.  The  townspeople  subscribed,  in  1847,  to  aid  the 
Commissioners  from  1,000^.  to  1,200^. 

Mr.  Vining  stated,  that  during  the  time  the  Local  Act 
had  been  in  operation,  the  inhabitants  had  spent  between 
19,000^.  and  20,000h  in  public  works,  including  public 
school-rooms,  a new  church,  &c.,  in  addition  to  21,OOOL 
raised  by  town  rates  under  the  Local  Act. 

Accounts. — A Committee  was  appointed  in  December 
last  to  investigate  the  accounts  of  the  Special  Commissioners  ; 
and  their  report,  dated  January  9th  (subsequent  to  the 
termination  of  the  inquiry),  gives  every  information  which 
can  be  desired  on  the  subject. 

“ Accounts  op  the  Special  Comhissioxees. 

“ To  the  Special  Commissioners  of  the  Town  of  Yeovil. 

“ Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  at  the  meeting  on  the 
11th  day  of  December  1851,  at  which  it  was  resolved,  ‘That  a 
Committee  of  seven  be  appointed  to  consider  the  financial  condition 
of  the  Commissioners,  and  the  best  means  for  raising  the  ways 
and  means  for  meeting  the  present  liabilities  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, with  a request  that  they  will  report  thereon  at  a future 
meeting.’ 

“ Resolved,  ‘ That  Mr.  J.  R.  Mayo,  Mr.  F.  Greenham, 
Mr.  Tucker,  Mr.  Binford,  Mr.  Hannam,  Mr.  Curtis,  and  Mr.  E. 
Whitby,  do  form  such  Committee.’ 

“ Your  Committee  have  gone  through  all  the  audited  accounts 
of  the  Commissioners,  from  their  incorporation  to  the  2d  of  Au- 
gust last ; and  the  following  tabular  statement  exhibits  their 
receipts  and  payments  under  diffex-ent  heads,  so  as  to  distinguish 
capital  from  income,  to  which  they  direct  the  special  attention  of 
the  Commissioners  : — 


receipts  from  all  sources. 


Dates. 

Monies 
borrowed 
on  security 
of  the 
market 
fund. 

Tolls  and 
Kents. 

Fines. 

Subscriptions 
placed  by  the 
pubbe  ac 
the  disposal 
of  the  Com- 
missioners. - 

For  old 
materials. 

£ 

t.  d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

j. 

d. 

£ s.  d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

6th  1846  to  1st  Auk.  1847  - 

- 

. 

63 

15 

4 

0 

0 

— 

— 

1st  Aug.  1847  tj  1st  Feo.  18^8 

. 

_ 

143 

0 

0 



— 

— 

1st  Feb.  1848  to  Ist  Aug.  1848  - 

- 

3.462 

10  0 

95 

0 

0 

- 

• 

586  0 0 

— 

1st  Aug.  1848  to  1st  Feb  1849 

_ 

1 118 

15  0 

120 

0 

0 

- 

> 

122  10  0 

— 

1st  Feb.  1849  to  1st  Aug.  1849  - 

_ 

725 

0 0 

165 

0 

0 

0 

10 

0 

60  0 0 

— 

1st  Aug.  1849  to  1st  Feb.  IS.'iO 

_ 

1,181 

5 0 

ISO 

0 

0 

0 10 

0 

207  10  0 

5 

0 

0 

1st  Feb.  18.50  to  1st  Aog  1850  - 

. 

6 

5 0 

245 

0 

0 

- 

- 

- 

12 

0 

0 

1st  Aug.  18.50  10  1st  Feb.  1851 

_ 

25 

0 0 

180 

0 

0 

- 

4 

9 

0 

1st  Feb.  1851  to  1st  Aug.  1851  - 

“ 

- 

- 

217 

10 

0 

“ 

— 

— 

£ 

6,518 

15  0 

1,409 

5 

4 

2 

0 

0 

976  0 0 

21 

9 

0 
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Special  Commissioners’  Accounts. 


PAYMENTS. 


Dates. 

For  purchase  of 
tolls,  lands,  and 
erecting  build- 
ings, and  cost 
of  conveyances 
and  mortgages. 

Clerk’s 
salary,  and 
other 
current 
expenses. 

Payments 
to  the 
portreeve. 

Interest. 

^ s*  d. 

£ s.  d. 

£ d. 

£ s.  d. 

6th  1846  to  1st  August  1847  - - 

.... 

6 12  1 

2 0 9 



1st  August  1847  to  1st  February  1848  - 

. 

47  9 2 



- — . 

1st  February  1848  to  1st  August  1848  - 

3,938  0 0 

16  0 5 





1st  August  1848  to  1st  February  1849  - 

2,161  0 0 

45  3 8 

• 

230  18  1 

1st  February  1849  to  1st  August  1849  - 

500  0 0 

15  11  8 

18  11  8 

153  14  2 

1st  August  1849  to  1st  February  1850  - 

1,347  2 2 

63  16  1 

4 5 10 

105  12  2 

1st  February  1850  to  1st  August  1850  - 

80  0 0 

47  7 7 

- « 

247  11  11 

1st  August  1850  to  1st  February  1851  - 

272  8 2 

22  8 3 

16  0 3 

1st  February  1851  to  1st  August  1851  - 

" 

36  1 11 

- 

261  4 8 

£ 

8,298  10  4 

300  10  10 

24  18  3 

1,015  1 3 

“ The  present  liabilities  of  the  Commissioners  amount  to  5,3201., 
against  which  they  tave  available  assets,  in  the  shape  of  property 
for  sale,  &c.,  to  the  amount  of  about  2,830/.,  leaving  2,5001.  to 
be  provided  for  by  monies  to  be  raised  on  mortgage  of  the  market 
fund.  This  sum  being  added  to  the  6,518/.  15s.  already  borrowed 
on  mortgage  of  that  fund,  will  make  a total  of  9,018/.  15s.  In 
the  opinion  of  your  Committee,  this  sum  of  9,018/.  15s.  will  be 
the  full  extent  of  the  debt  of  the  Corporation  when  their  assets 
have  been  realized  ; and  that  the  income  of  the  Corporation  will 
be  found  ample,  after  defraying  all  the  necessary  and  usual  ex- 
penses, to  ensure  the  regular  payment  of  interest  thereon  at  4/. 
per  centum  per  annum. 

(Signed)  “ J.  R.  Mayo,  Chairman.” 

“ 0th  January  1852.” 

Turnpike  Roads. — The  turnpike  roads  of  the  parish 
(excluding  the  streets  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Im- 
provement Commissioners)  are  under  the  management  of 
trustees,  called  the  Yeovil  Turnpike  Trust,  and  are  repaired 
hy  their  own  surveyor. 

Byeroads. — About  60/.  annually  is  usually  expended  on 
the  byeroads  of  the  parish,  without  the  town.  This  amount 
is  levied  exclusively  from  the  area  lying  beyond  the  town. 

Footpaths. — The  most  important  footpaths  beyond  the 
town  area  are  along  the  turnpike-roads,  and  are  repaired  by 
the  trustees. 

Mr.  Vining  states, — 

“ I am  not  aware  of  any  footpaths  along  the  byeroads.  There 
are  some  which  require  attention.  I think  that  it  is  desirable 
that  they  should  be  under  the  care  of  a person  who  has  competent  • 
skill  for  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  who  is  encouraged  to  use  that 
skill  ,by  being  properly  rewarded  for  so  doing.  The  parish  roads 
werellat  first  repaired  by  waywardens,  who  i*eeeived  no  pay  for 
their  trouble.” 


Tolls,  &c. — Proposed  Consolidation  of  Authorities.  23 

Toll-gates. — There  are  toll-gates  at  all  points  round  the 
town.  They  are  not,  however,  so  situated  as  to  interfei’e 
with  the  traffic  of  the  town.  The  trustees  lately  removed 
the  Hendford  gate  from  the  bridge  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  a 
distance  of  a quarter  of  a mile,  in  accordance  with  a wish 
expressed  by  the  townspeople. 

“ The  trustees,"'’  Mr.  Vini/ag  states,  “ have  always  been 
ready  to  contribute,  as  far  as  lay  in  their  power,  to  the 
improvement  of  the  roads  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town."" 

The  turnpike  trustees,  in  a Bill  which  they  now  had  before 
Parliament,  were  applying  for  powers  to  enable  them  to 
assist,  by  a contribution  of  300Z.,  the  Town  Commissioners 
in  pui’chasing  some  houses  in  a very  narrow  and  dangerous 
part  of  Middle-street,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  pulled 
down  and  the  thoroughfare  widened.  [This  Bill  has  since 
passed.] 

Tolls. — The  toll  paid  for  a horse  not  drawing  is  l^d. — 
drawing, 

Proposed  Consolidation  of  Local  Authorities. — Mr.Vining 
said,  that  he  considered  it  would  be  advantageous  to  con- 
solidate into  one  body  the  various  town  authorities,  and  the 
various  rates  into  a borough  rate. 

Mr.  Batten,  upon  the  same  subject,  said, — 

“ He  should  consider  it  the  greatest  advantage.  There  had 
been  considerable  difference  of  opinion  between  the  existing 
bodies,  and  on  this  account  he  thought  the  consolidation  would  do 
good.” 

Sewerage. — Twenty  years  ago,  before  the  passuig  of  the 
Improvement  Act,  Yeovil  was  destitute  of  sewerage,  there 
being  scarcely  a street  without  an  open  ditch  or  drain  along 
the  whole  or  part,  which  were,  in  some  places,  five  feet  deep. 
Of  the  sewers  laid  down  under  the  Improvement  Act, 
Mr.  Henry  Etheredge,  formerly  and  for  1 8 years  surveyor 
to  the  Commissioners,  gives  the  following  particulars  ; — 

“ There  is  a system  of  public  sewers  throughout  the  town  ; 
I believe  there  is  not  a street  without  a sewer. 

“ The  whole  of  the  sewage  falls  ultimately  into  the  river  Yeo, 
which  skirts  the  town  at  about  a quarter  of  a mile  below  the 
south-eastern  boundary.  There  is  a small  stream  along  the 
turnpike  road  from  Hendford  Park,  the  western  extremity, 
passing  near  the  gasworks,  and  another  from  Kiddle’s  Town,  the 
north-eastern  extremity,  to  the  same  point.  Several  drains  fall 
into  these  streams  from  different  parts  of  the  town,  and  there  are 
principal  ones  through  Horsey’s-lane,  and  through  Hendford. 

These  drains  have  been  principally  made  within  the  las 
twenty  years,  since  the  Act  was  obtained. 


24  Sevjcrage  insufficient- — Flooding,  &c. 

“ With  regard  to  cost,  I cannot  say  what  sum  has  been  ex- 
pended upon  these  drains,  as  no  separate  accounts  of  the  various 
branches  of  expenditure  have  been  kept.  These  accounts  are 
mixed  up  with  those  for  the  repair  of  the  streets. 

“ The  outlet  drains  have  lately  been  made  upon  a different 
principle  to  what  they  were  formerly.  The  section  now  used  is  a 
squax'e  of  24  inches,  with  segments  of  4 inches  below,  and  8 
inches  above.  The  old  form  was  a square. 

“ The  material  formerly  used  was  quarry  stone,  found  in  the 
parish,  which  was  set  dry.  Some  of  this  stone  was  very  porous, 
some  very  hard.  This  has  been  the  practice  up  till  two  years 
ago,  when  mortar  began  to  be  used.  Bricks  and  mortar  are  now 
the  materials  employed. 

“ The  fall  is  everywhere  very  good.  I know  of  no  instance 
where  it  is  found  insufficient  for  the  discharge  of  the  sewage. 

“ The  depth  of  the  drains  varies  very  much.  The  average  would 
probably  be  3 feet  or  3 feet  6 inches  from  the  surface  of  the 
ground  to  the  bottom  of  the  drain.  Some  are  6 or  7 feet  deep. 
They  are  not,  in  all  cases,  below  the  cellars.  I have  heard  of 
cellars  being  flooded,  as  was  alleged,  from  the  insufficient  depth 
of  the  drain  ; but,  on  examination,  this  did  npt  turn  out  to  be  the 
case.  The  ground  being  in  parts  porous,  and  the  sides  of  the 
drains  being  set  dry,  they  are  no  doubt  liable  to  allow  of  an 
escape  of  fluids.” 

It  wotild  seem  almost  superfluous  to  observe  upon  tlie 
above  statement,  that  the  system  of  drains  existing  in 
Yeovil  is  of  a very  inefficient  kind  ; vicious  in  the  form  of 
construction,  made  of  bad  materials  which  do  not  answer 
the  purpose  of  retaining  the  liquid  they  are  intended  to 
convey ; and  lastly,  being  placed  at  such  levels  as,  in  a 
great  multitude  of  cases,  prevents  their  being  used  to  carry 
off  the  surface  drainage  from  the  houses. 

Mr.  Ftheredge  states,  further, — 

“ I never  knew  of  any  public  drain  being  stopped  up  from  the 
accumulation  of  deposit  in  it.  They  are  so  occasionally,  through 
the  tops  breaking  in.” 

A small  strip  of  the  town  near  the  gasworks,  it  appears, 
is  liable  to  be  flooded  ; but  Mr.  Etheredge  says  it  is  of  rare 
occurrence.  He  adds,  that  many  parties  along  the  small 
stream  already  alluded  to,  are  in  the  habit  of  damming  up 
the  water  for  manufacturing  purposes,  and  that  this,  in  his 
opinion,  partly  causes  the  flood.  He  has  never  seen  more 
than  two  or  three  houses,  however,  flooded  in  this  way. 

There  is  still  one  open  drain  remaining,  that  running 
from  the  almshouse  down  to  the  gasworks.  This  drain,  or 
rather  common  sewer,  I inspected  myself  at  the  almshouse. 
It  passes  underneath  the  building  and  through  the  little 
garden  at  the  back  of  it,  close  to  the  door  of  the  house,  and 
the  exhalations  from  it,  added  to  the  low  and  confined 


Water  Supply. — Wells. 
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situation,  cannot  fail  to  be  highly  injurious  to  the  health  of 
the  inmates.  The  nuisance  of  this  drain  is  particularly 
alluded  to  in  the  report  noticed  further  on. 

The  last  witness  adds, — 

“ There  was  formerly  a catch-pond  at  the  bottom  of  Horsey’s- 
lane,  which  was  used  for  securing  the  deposit  from  the  sewage. 
About  two  years  ago  some  gentlemen  speculated,  and  enclosed 
this  catch-pond  with  a wall  so  as  to  save  the  whole  of  the  sewage, 
liquid  as  well  as  solid,  and  erected  a pump  to  raise  it  into  carts, 
in  order  to  sell  it  to  any  parties  desirous  of  purchasing  it.  The 
speculation  did  not  answer,  however,  and  the  catch-pond  was 
covered  up  as  a nuisance,  and  abolished  by  agreement. 

“ We  have  constructed  catch-pits  at  most  of  the  principal 
drains  to  prevent  the  stench.  When  the  trap  is  dry,  of  course,  it 
does  not  act,” 

Private  Drains. — There  is  no  power  to  compel  the 
owners  of  houses  to  drain  into  the  public  drains,  nor  to 
superintend  or  regulate  the  works  when  it  is  intended  to 
do  so. 

Mr.  Etlieredge  says, — 

“ When  house  drains  are  laid  on  it  is  not  usually  done  under 
the  inspection  of  the  surveyor  ; every  one  does  the  work  as  he 
pleases.  I generally  used  to  advise  the  parties  to  do  it  ■w  ell  for 
their  own  sakes. 

“ The  Act  prohibits  the  connexion  of  drains  from  privies 
without  consent,  but  I cannot  say  that  this  provision  has  been 
observed.  Parties  are  in  the  habit  of  joining  pidvate  drains  with 
the  public  sewer,  when  and  where  they  please.” 

Water  Supply. — There  are  no  powers  in  the  Improve- 
ment Commissioners,  or  any  other  public  body,  for  the 
supply  of  the  town  with  water  ; nor  is  there  any  comjiany 
established  for  that  purpose. 

Wells. — The  inhabitants  derive  their  water  from  wells, 
and  from  the  nature  of  the  soil  it  is  easily  obtainable  in  any 
part  of  the  town,  by  sinking  to  a sufficient  depth.  The 
depth  to  which  the  wells  are  sunk  ranges  generally  at  from 
20  to  50  feet.  The  water  being  that  of  land -springs,  is 
generally  of  a bad  quality,  and  very  hard.  There  are 
exceptional  cases,  however,  where  the  wells  have  been  simk 
a sufficient  depth. 

The  cost  of  sinking  wells,  Mr.  Etheredge  states,  is  Is.  a 
foot  for  the  first  20  feet,  and  %d.  a foot  additional  for  every 
10  feet  afterwards. 

The  water  of  these  wells  is,  in  many  cases,  found  to  be 
impregnated  with  impurities  occasioned  by  leakage  from  the 
cesspools  and  private  drains,  through  a very  porous  soil. 
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Wells. — Quality  of  Water  had 


Mr.  Robert  Tucker,  a gentleman  who  has  resided  for  nearly 
50  years  in  this  town,  speaks  to  the  bad  quality  of  the  water 
generally,  being  for  the  most  part  land  water. 

Mr.  Etheredge  says, — 

“ In  many  instances  the  town  wells  are  contaminated  by  soak- 
ings  of  sewage  from  private  drains,  and  from  cesspools.  This  is 
the  case  to  a considerable  extent.” 

Dr.  William  Tomkins,  whose  general  evidence  on  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  town  will  be  given  subsequently, 
considers  that  “the  badness  of  the  water  has  in  some 
instances  produced  disease,  and  therefore  has  in  some 
measure  swelled  the  mortality  of  the  town.”  He  states  that 
in  the  lower  parts  of  the  town  there  is  a great  deficiency  of 
water  supply,  there  being  often  only  one  pump  or  well  to 
from  two  to  a dozen  houses,  and  that  this  arises  from  the 
circumstances  of  the  proprietorship  ; for  that  whether  a man 
builds  two  or  a dozen  houses,  he  seldom  puts  in  more  than 
one  pump  for  the  whole.  He  adds, — 

“ In  many  cases  the  quality  of  the  water  is  by  no  means  good. 
I could  point  out  some  ranges  of  buildings  in  this  town,  where  the 
water  is  constantly  contaminated  with  the  soakage  from  the  private 
sewers  of  the  same  premises.  The  wells  are  frequently  in  close 
proximity  with  the  cesspools,  and  the  consequence  is,  that  the 
water  is  deteriorated  by  the  results  of  animal  and  vegetable 
decomposition. 

“ There  is  a public  well  at  the  bottom  of  the  town,  at  the  end 
of  Kiddle’s-lane,  which  is  totally  unfit  for  use,  and  has  been 
abandoned.  It  once  afforded  a very  important  supply  for  the  poor 
of  that  district ; but  it  has  been  contaminated  by  the  deposit  of 
offal,  refuse  of  skins,  and  filth  of  every  description,  in  a lane  con- 
tiguous to  it,  which  does  not  form  part  of  the  town  boundaiy.  The 
matter  is  thus  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Commissioners.  I 
have  presented  the  nuisance  to  the  Board  of  Guardians,  and  a 
notice  was  served  upon  the  parties  to  remove  the  cause,  which 
they  did ; but  next  week  they  placed  other  deposits  there,  and 
have  continued  to  do  so  ever  since. 

“ I know  several  instances  of  wells  in  Belmont-street,  when 
fever  was  raging  there,  the  water  of  which  was  totally  unfit  for 
use.” 

Mr.  Coles,  surgeon,  says, — 

“ The  water  of  the  wells  is  frequently  rendered  unfit  for  use  by 
the  soaking  from  drains  and  cesspools.  It  is  a very  general  evil 
here.  I never  could  trace  any  direct  connexion  between  the  bad 
water  and  cases  of  illness.  I believe,  however,  that  it  must  affect 
more  or  less  the  health  of  the  town.” 

Mr.  Hannam  gives  some  particulars  of  some  of  the  exist- 
ing evils, — 

“ Mr.  Turner’s  well,  near  the  churchyard,  which  was  sunk  a few 
months  since,  to  a depth  of  60  feet,  through  yellow  sand,  ingotton, 
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limestone  rock,  and  blue  marl,  the  water  rose  to  nearly  24  feet 
from  the  surface  of  the  well,  which  was  in  a cellar  8 feet  below 
the  surface  of  the  ground,  in  all  32  feet  from  the  surface,  and 
proved  to  be  of  good  quality.* 

“ Several  wells  in  the  High-street  have  been  sunk  to  as  great  a 
depth,  but  not  with  the  same  success.  In  South-street,  the  wells 
are  about  60  feet ; in  Penn,  at  Mr.  Slade’s  residence,  nearly  100 
feet.  In  the  lower  part  of  the  town  from  the  Pall  Inn,  through 
Vicarage-street  to  the  gasworks,  the  wells  are  of  varying  depth. 
Near  the  Pall  it  rises  to  within  12  feet  of  the  surface  in  a well 
37  feet  deep.  In  other  places  the  wells  are  deeper,  but  neither  the 
supply  or  quality  so  good  ; but  in  all  cases  where  the  marl  bed  is 
reached  the  water  is  improved  and  the  quantity  much  increased. 

“ Some  of  the  wells  yield  water  that  is  nearly  soft,  particularly 
the  well  newly  made  at  the  gas  works,  and  the  one  referred  to  on 
Mrs.  Duffett’s  premises. 

“ There  are  no  springs  or  wells  in  Yeovil,  but  the  water  from 
them  is  more  or  less  hard  from  carbonate  of  lime,  and  in  some  cases 
sulphate  of  lime. 

“ There  is  one  well  in  Yeovil,  nearly  opposite  the  Duke  of  York 
Inn,  in  which  the  water  rises  through  a pipe  let  into  the  bottom  of 
the  well  to  about  four  feet  above  the  surface  ; the  water  flows  from 
this  pipe  about  three  quarters  of  a gallon  per  minute.  The  depth 
of  the  boring  was  about  70  feet. 

“ A little  above  the  Kingstone  turnpike-gate,  a well  was  bored 
to  the  depth  of  65  feet  from  the  surface.  It  increased  the  supply 
immediately,  and  the  well  could  not  be  emptied,  though  the  water 
was  drawn  at  the  rate  of  30  gallons  per  minute  for  nearly  18  con- 
secutive hours.  The  well  was  attempted  to  be  emptied  for  the 
purpose  of  finding  the  well  sinker’s  watch,  which  accidentally  fell 
into  it  whilst  the  men  were  at  work.  It  is  found,  however,  in 
other  instances,  when  the  water  has  been  drawn  vigorously  for 
some  time,  that  the  flow  is  reduced. 

“ Good  water  rises  in  Mr:  Wadman’s  well  to  within  33  feet  of 
the  surface  of  the  road.  This  well  is  at  the  entrance  of  Middle- 
street.” 

In  reference  generally  to  the  sources  of  water  in  and 
near  Yeovil,  this  gentleman  makes  the  following  observa- 
tions : — 

“ In  the  lower  levels,  at  the  foot  of  the  sand  hills,  and  where 
the  limestone  crops  out,  springs  are  to  be  found,  but  the  most  im- 
portant are  those  on  the  other  side  of  the  brook  that  runs  from 
Hendford  bridge.  They  issue  from  Rusty  well  on  Mr.  Tucker’s 
property,  and  at  the  foot  of  Gage  Hill,  the  property  of  Mr.  Batten, 
and  at  Nine  Springs.  These  springs  afford  a large  supply  of 
water,  from  two  to  three  hogsheads  a minute  at  least,  and  were 
they  at  an  elevation  suflicient  to  supply  the  town,  they  would  be 
of  great  value, 

“ There  are  several  other  springs  at  the  foot  of  Newton  Hill, 
but  the  supply  quite  insignificant.  The  w'ater  in  these  springs  is 
good  and  soft,  and  much  used  for  making  tea  by  the  inhabitants 
living  near  them. 
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“ The  springs  at  Nine  Springs,  foot  of  Gage  Hill,  and  at  Rusty 
well,  are  not  much  affected  by  a long  continued  dry  season, 
proving  they  derive  their  supply  from  a more  extended  source. 
Owing  to  the  numerous  wells  that  have  been  sunk  of  late  years, 
tlie  supply  of  water  from  Nun’s  well  and  Miller’s  well  is  much 
reduced ; there  is  not  more  than  one  fifth  part  of  the  water  flowing 
now  as  in  1822. 

“ There  are  some  other  springs  on  the  north  side  of  the  town, 
but  if  united  they  would  be  of  trifling  importance,  and  in  the 
summer  quite  inadequate  for  any  water  supply  to  the  town. 

“ In  the  land  that  rises  from  and  round  Yeovil  on  the  north- 
west where  pits  have  been  dug  for  marl,  water  always  abounds, 
and  perhaps  a system  of  wells,  with  the  application  of  steam-power, 
would  command  a large  supply  of  water,  and  at  a level  that  would 
flow  into  any  part  of  Yeovil. 

“As  it  would  rise  through  the  blue  marl,  the  quality  would  be 
good. 

“ It  appears  then,  that  water  may  be  obtained  in  wells  in 
almost  every  part  of  Yeovil,  and  generally  at  a less  depth 
tlian  20  feet. 

“ The  water  thus  obtained  is  of  varying  quality,  but  may  be 
improved  by  boring  deeper,  except  in  some  few  parts  of  the  town. 

“ No  single  well  would  afford  a sufficient  supply  unless  carried 
to  a great  depth,  and  that  would  be  uncertain,  and  would  requii’e 
steam  or  other  power  to  lift  it. 

“ The  water  flowing  from  Nine  Springs,  Gage  Hill,  and  Rusty 
well,  might  be  lifted  to  some  reservoir  to  supply  any  part  of  the 
town  with  water. 

“ Or  water  may  be  obtained  by  forming  a system  of  wells  sunk 
deeply  into  the  marl,  and  raised  by  steam-power  to  the  surface  on 
the  Mudford  and  Ilchester  side  of  Yeovil,  and  at  a level  above  the 
highest  part  of  Yeovil ; but  this  arrangement  would  be  very  costly, 
and  would  most  likely  reduce  the  depth  of  water  in  the  wells  in 
the  town. 

“ But  as  to  the  expediency  of  adopting  this  or  any  other  plan,  I 
do  not  offer  an  opinion.” 

Analysis  of  Waters  for  Hardness. — The  following  are 
the  results  of  Dr.  Lyon  Playfair’s  analysis  for  hardness  of 
twelve  samples  of  water  in  and  about  Yeovil : — 

River  axd  Spring  Waters  ; — degrees. 


1.  The  Nine  Springs  - - - 

2.  The  River  Yeo,  above  the  confluence 


13 ‘40 


of  the  Brook,  from  Yeovil 


18’0 


Well  Water  : 

3.  Mr.  Dieks’s  well,  Hendford 

4.  The  gasworks  well 

5.  Mr.  Bide’s  well,  Kingston 

6.  The  Rusty  well  spring.  Railway 

7.  Miller’s  well  - - - 

8.  Cave’s  well,  Princes-street 


80 

9‘8 

10-4 

200 

30'8 

30-8 
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degrees. 

9.  Nun’s  well,  near  Church  steps-  - 38 ‘8 

10.  Tun  well  - - - - 44‘0 

11.  Mr.  Turner’s  well,  High-street  - 55*2 

12.  Mr.  Hannam’s  well.  High-street  - 56 '6 

The  enormous  hardness  of  most  of  these  waters  Arill  be 
at  once  remarked.  Dr.  Lyon  Playfair  apjjended  to  his 
Report  the  following  observation  ; — 

“ In  consequence  of  the  large  amount  of  magnesian  salts  present 
in  these  waters  it  was  found,  necessary  to  dilute  them  considerably 
before  ascertaining  their  degrees  of  hardness.” 

Sanitary  Condition.  —Dr.  William  TomJdns,  who  has 
lived  all  his  life  in  Yeovil,  and  has  been  in  practice  there  for 
30  years,  and  who  for  many  years  had  been  medical  officer 
to  the  parish,  states, — 

“ If  there  be  any  disease  peculiar  to  the  place  I should  say,  that 
consumption  is  more  prevalent  here  than  in  most  other  towns. 
I conceive  it  arises  principally  from  overcrowding,  and  the  seden- 
tary occupation  of  the  females,  as  well  as  the  employment  in  close 
factories  of  the  male  population.  It  is  no  uncommon  thing  to  find 
in  the  winter  season  as  many  as  eight  or  nine  persons  crowded  in 
a space,  we  will  say,  eight  feet  square,  sitting  around  a small 
table,  and  with  one  or  two  lights,  and  seldom  any  fireplace  for 
ventilation  : these  people  are  employed  in  sewing  gloves. 

“ We  have  occasionally  epidemics,  but  I cannot  say  they  are 
of  very  frequent  occurrence,  unless  you  speak  of  continued  fever, 
from  which,  in  my  opinion,  the  town  is  scarcely  ever  free.  I mean 
the  ordinary  continued  fever  of  the  country,  which  in  some 
instances  assumes  a typhoid  form,  and  often  a petechialTorm.  It 
often  results  fatally,  and  is  generally  found  in  the  lower  parts  of 
the  town,  that  is  in  South-street,  Reckleford,  Vicarage-street, 
Belmont  (where  it  was  extreinely  fatal  a few  years  since).  Middle- 
street,  Dodham,  Addlewell,  and  Goar  Knap.  These  districts 
comprise  the  worst-conditioned  parts  of  the  town,  and  there  is 
a marked  difference  between  them  and  tlie  otlier  parts  of  the 
town.  I do  not  recollect  to  have  seen  a case  of  fever  of  that  class 
in  Kingston-street,  and  very  few  in  Hendford. 

“ I believe  the  water  supply  of  those  parts  to  be  generally  in- 
sufficient. In  many  instances  there  is  only  one  pump  or  well  to 
from  two  to  ten  or  twelve  houses. 

“ The  same  remark  applies  to  privy  accommodation,  Avhich  I 
believe  to  be  very  insufficient. 

“ Measles  are  in  the  town  at  present. 

“ I think  the  district,  taken  as  a whole,  is  not  naturally  an 
unhealthy  one,  and  am  firmly  of  opinion  that  better  sanitaiy  ar- 
rangements would  decrease  the  mortality  of  the  town.  It  is  now, 
as  far  as  I am  aware,  far  beyond  the  ordinary  average  of  small 
towns.  The  glove  cutting  department  of  the  staple  manufacture 
is  no  doubt  prejudicial  from  the  overcrowding  I have  before 
alluded  to.  Beyond  this  overcroAvding,  bad  ventilation,  and  stoves 
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for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  gloves  from  damp,  I know  nothing 
in  the  nature  of  the  manufacture  itself  which  should  cause  disease. 
I do  not  consider  the  preparation  of  the  skins  in  any  of  the  various 
processes  to  be  injurious  to  health.  I believe  the  badness  of  the 
private  drainage,  and  the  water  supply,  in  this  town,  to  be  the 
principal  cause  of  disease  in  it.” 

Dr.  Tomkins  adds,  that  he  considers  the  present  state 
of  the  churchyard  to  he  also  prejudicial  to  health.  His  evi- 
dence upon  this  point  will  he  found  under  the  head  BuRiAL- 
Grounds. 

Mr.  Osiuald  Coles,  a medical  practitioner,  who  has  resided 
fourteen  years  in  the  town,  and  is  partner  with  Mr.  Shorland, 
who  has  practised  in  Yeovil  and  the  neighbourhood  for  a 
very  long  time,  states, — 

“ The  most  prevalent  form  of  disease,  I should  say,  is  fever  of  a low 
type  ; fever  generally  assumes  that  form  here.  At  times  there  is 
a good  deal  of  fever  prevalent.  Our  practice  lies  chiefly  amongst 
the  middle  classes,  and  I do  not  go  much  into  some  of  the  lower 
and  confined  parts  of  the  town  where  fever  might  be  expected  to 
rage.  The  better  parts  of  the  town  are  certainly  the  most  free 
from  fever. 

“ I think  the  relaxed  moist  state  of  the  atmosphere  that  we  usually 
get  here  will  account  in  some  degree  for  the  low  form  the  fevers 
assume,  and  I may  add,  the  noxious  exhalations  principally  of  both 
public  and  private  drains.  As  we  do  not  often  meet  here  with 
active  inflammatoiy  cases,  we  have  seldom  occasion  to  use  the 
lancet ; not  so  frequently  as  we  should  have  in  the  adjoining 
county  of  Devon,  where  the  air  is  more  bracing. 

“ I think  the  manufactures  of  the  place  may  have  something  to 
do  with  the  large  mortality.  The  operatives  generally  here  are 
unhealthy  looking ; one  seldom  sees  a hearty-looking  man  amongst 
them ; or  rather,  I should  say,  amongst  the  glove-cutters.  I would 
not  include  the  yardsmen. 

“ The  high  temperature  necessarily  kept  up  in  the  factories  is 
a cause  of  disease.  Consumption  is  very  prevalent. 

“ There  were  two  cases  of  cholera  in  the  town  in  1849,  both  in 
Wine-street ; the  subjects  were  a man  and  his  wife,  who  were 
taken  ill  at  a Ioav  public-house  ; they  came  into  the  town  the 
night  before  the  man  was  attacked,  and  the  woman  was  taken  the 
night  after.” 

Dwellings  and  Condition  of  the  Labouring  Classes. 
— More  than  six  sevenths  of  the  population,  of  the  parish 
reside  in  the  town,  many  parts  of  which  are  consequently 
much  crowded  with  dwellings  of  an  inferior  order.  In  the 
course  of  the  inspection  I made  I found  Dr.  Tomkins's  evi- 
dence as  to  the  haunts  of  disease  fully  home  out.  Dean's- 
court.  Middle- street,  contains  six  houses,  besides  two  in 
the  front  facing  the  street.  There  is  only  one  jirivy  and 
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one  well,  which  are  so  contiguous  and  badly  secured  that 
the  latter  acts  as  a drain  to  the  former,  and  the  water,  in 
consequence,  is  too  polluted  for  use. 

Similar  causes  for  complaint  existed  in  Pashens-court, 
South-street,  and  Jennings-court,  Vicarage-street. 

In  Huish  there  is  a row  of  18  or  20  houses,  called 
Paradise,  with,  I was  assured,  two  privies  only  for  the 
whole  inhabitants.  Indeed,  nothing  could  be  more  deplor- 
able than  the  aspect  of  some  of  these  abodes  of  the  humbler 
classes. 

The  cottages  of  the  lowest  and  poorest  classes  let  for 
Is.  6cZ.  a week,  the  landlord  paying  all  rates  and  taxes. 
There  are  many  cottages  letting  at  2s.  6cZ.  a week,  or  Ql.  10s. 
a year  which  are  subject  to  the  same  conditions. 

Mr.  Hannam  says, — 

“ When  trade  is  good,  as  it  is  now,  there  is  not  a great  deal  of 
overcrowding  ; but  when  it  is  depressed,  families  crowd  very  much 
together  to  save  house  rent.  I am  not  aware  of  any  system  of 
underletting  as  a general  practice.  There  is  an  increasing  dispo- 
sition amongst  the  working  classes  to  attend  to  neatness  and  com- 
fort in  their  dwellings. 

“ As  an  owner  of  cottages  myself,  and  having  the  care  of  many 
more,  I know  there  is  a considerable  want  of  privy  accommoda- 
tion amongst  the  cottages  generally,  and  I do  think  it  would  be  a 
very  great  advantage  if  some  public  body  in  the  town  had  power 
to  interfere  in  the  matter.” 

Outlying  Districts. — There  is  a hamlet  called  Yeovil 
Marsh,  within  the  parish,  and  about  two  miles  distant 
from  the  town,  and  containing  about  200  inhabitants.  The 
houses  are  of  the  poorest  class. 

Mr.  Vining  says  of  this  district, — 

“ I can  assert  that  the  condition  of  this  hamlet,  as  regards 
cleanliness  and  sanitary  arrangement,  is  of  the  lowest  order  ; 
decidedly  worse  than  any  part  of  the  town,  there  is  of  course  no 
overcrowding  of  dwellings,  but  there  was  much  that  required 
amelioration.” 

There  is  also  witliin  the  parish  another  hamlet  called 
Vagg,  with  a population  of  about  50,  the  condition  of  which 
is  described  as  being  better  than  that  of  Yeovil  Marsh. 

Movement  for  the  Application  for  the  Public 
Health  Act. — The  question  of  the  application  of  the  Public 
Health  Act  received  a good  deal  of  attention  in  1849,  when 
the  cholera  was  prevalent  throughout  the  country,  and  more 
than  one  preliminary  meeting  was  held  to  discuss  the  sub- 
ject. It  was  also  taken  into  serious  consideration  by  the 
Commissioners,  and  a meeting  took  place  at  the  Town  Hall, 
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at  which  resolutions  were  adopted  as  set  forth  in  the  follow- 
ing document  handed  in  by  Mr.  Batten  : — 


“ At  a Meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Yeovil,  held  at 
the  Town  Hall,  on  Monday,  the  9th  day  of  July  1 849,  in  pur- 
suance of  a public  notice,  J.  E.  Mayo,  Esq.,  in  the  chair,  it  was 
unanimously  resolved, — 

“ That  as  cholera  has  again  broken  out  in  various  parts  of 
England,  it  is  our  hounden  duty  to  take  the  most  prompt  and 
energetic  measures  to  prevent,  by  all  human  means,  the  appearance 
of  the  disease  in  this  town. 

“ That  as  experience  has  fully  established  that  the  sudden 
appearance  of  cholera  generally  occurs  in  localities  marked  with 
filth,  had  ventilation,  and  other  impurities,  it  is  most  expedient  that 
the  whole  of  the  town  should  be  forthwith  thoroughly  inspected, 
and  all  cases  requiring  attention  reported  to  the  proper  authorities 
empowered  to  remedy  such  nuisances. 

“ That  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  last  resolution  into  effect, 
a Committee  of  twenty  persons  he  appointed,  and  that  they  he 
requested  to  divide  the  town  into  ten  districts,  for  inspection, 
allotting  two  of  their  number  to  each  district,  and  that  they  be 
empowered  to  take  such  steps,  generally,  as  may  be  expedient  and 
he  approved  of  by  the  authorities  for  preserving  the  health  of  the 
town.  That  the  following  gentlemen  form  such  Committee,  with 
power  to  add  to  their  number  : — ; 


Mr.  Hannam, 

Mr.  J.  Glyde, 

Mr.  Matthews, 

Mr.  Fooks, 

Mr.  Vining, 

Mr.  C. -Gardiner, 
Mr.  J.  W.  Bowring, 


Rev.  T.  Hare, 
Mr.  Dampier, 

Dr.  Tomkins, 

Mr.  E.  Whitby, 
Mr.  J.  Rawlins, 
Mr.  E.  Raymond, 
Ml’.  Dicks, 


Rev.  Evan  James, 
Mr.  Greenham, 
Mr.  Shorland, 

Mr.  Geake, 

Mr.  T.  Samw’ays, 
Mr.  Etheredge. 


“ That  as  in  the  most  minute  inspection  it  is  possible  that  many 
nuisances  existing  will  either  be  overlooked  or  concealed,  the 
inhabitants,  and  especially  the  pool’,  are  earnestly  requested  to 
communicate  any  complaint  they  may  have  to  Mr.  Heni’y  Ether- 
edge,  the  town  surveyor,  who  is  instructed  to  pay  immediate 
attention  thereto. 

“ That  as  doubts  have  been  entertained  whether  by  reason  of  the 
great  increase  of  the  population,  and  consequently,  of  the  number 
of  houses  within  the  limits  of  the  town,  the  present  system  of 
drainage  is  sufficiently  extensive  and  efficacious,  this  meeting 
respectfully  requests  that  the  Town  Commissioners  will,  at  a con- 
venient opportunity,  turn  their  attention  thereto,  with  a view  to 
its  revision  and  improvement. 

“ That  the  Committee  before  appointed  be  respectfully  requested 
to  extend  their  inquiries  to  the  best  means  for  properly  draining 
the  town  and  procuring  for  the  inhabitants  a constant  supply  of 
flowing  water,  and  to  report  thereon  at  an  adjourned  meeting,  and 
that  this  meeting  be  adjourned  to  Tuesday,  the  7th  of  August 
next,  at  6 o’clock  in  the  evening,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  such 
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report,  taking  the  same  into  consideration,  and  adopting  such 
resolutions  thereon  as  may  then  be  deemed  expedient. 

“ That  the  foregoing  resolutions  be  circulated  by  printed  hand- 
bills throughout  the  town.” 

The  Committee  so  appointed  made  the  following  Keport, 
dated  7th  August  1849  : — 

“ Keport. 

“ The  Committee  appointed  at  the  public  meeting,  held  on  the 
9th  of  July  last,  for  inspecting  the  town  and  remedying  the 
nuisances  existing  in  it,  beg  to  report  that  the  town  has  been 
divided  into  ten  districts,  and  inspected  by  the  two  members  of  the 
Committee  to  Avhom  each  district  was  allotted. 

“ It  would  be  impossible,  within  the  limits  of  a report,  to  detail 
individually  the  several  cases  to  which  the  attention  of  your  Com- 
mittee has  been  directed ; but  the  accompanying  statements,  fur- 
nished by  the  inspectors  of  each  district,  set  out  every  house  or 
other  premises  visited ; particularize  the  several  causes  of  com- 
plaint existing  therein,  and  point  out  what  is  necessary  to  be  done 
to  remedy  the  same.  In  order  to  add  more  weight  to  their  pro- 
ceedings, the  inspectors  have  in  all  cases  made  their  survey 
together,  and  have  by  personal  communication  with  the  owners  or 
occupiers  expressed  to  them  the  importance  of  immediate  atten- 
tion to  the  cleansing  of  their  premises,  and  they  are  happy  to  be 
enabled  to  state  that  they  were  in  all  cases,  but  one,  received  with 
civility,  and  that  no  obstruction  has  been  offered  to  the  perform- 
ance of  their  duties. 

“ In  a great  many  cases,  the  owners  or  occupiers  at  once  under- 
took to  do  what  the  inspectors  required  of  them ; but  wherever  the 
exigency  of  the  case  required  it,  the  inspectors  have  followed  up 
their  survey  by  a notice  to  the  owners  or  occupiers,  requiring 
them  to  abate  the  nuisance  complained  of,  forthwith,  under  pain  of 
proceedings  under  the  Nuisances  Removal  Act ; but  the  Com- 
mittee confidently  hope  that  no  occasion  will  arise  for  enforcing 
such  extreme  measures,  as  there  appears  to  be  every  disposition  on 
the  part  of  the  inhabitants  generally,  to  comply  with  the  reasonable 
requirements  of  the  inspectors. 

“ Your  Committee,  however,  must  observe  that  in  the  majority 
of  instances  calling  for  their  interference,  the  abatement  of  the 
nuisances  will  necessarily  be  temporary  only  ; for  the  grand  defect 
throughout  the  town  appears  to  be  a total  want  in  some  cases,  and 
the  imperfect  existence  in  others,  of  drains  or  other  means  of 
carrying  off  from  houses  and  premises  the  liquid  filth  which 
naturally  accumulates  thereon. 

“ It  is,  however,  fair  to  observe,  with  reference  to  the  defects 
of  private  draining,  that  until  the  public  sewerage  is  laid  down  at 
a proper  depth,  and  on  approved  principles,  there  is  no  facility  or 
encouragement  for  owners  of  premises  to  open  communication 
therewith,  as  they  would  soon  be  choked,  and  throw  back  a still 
greater  nuisance  than  that  they  now  occasion. 

[42] 


c 


34i 


Jteport  of  Committe'e 


“ As  regards  the  public  drainage  of  the  town,  your  Committee 
have  not  found  themselves  in  a position  to  pursue  the  inquiry  for- 
ascertaining  the  best  means  of  improving  the  same,  it  beinir 
impossible  to  do  so  effectually  without  the  assistance  of  some 
engineer  practically  conversant  with  such  subjects.  Your  Com- 
mittee have,  however,  in  the  course  of  their  survey,  quite  satisfied 
themselves  that  the  inhaliitants  are  imperatively  called  upon  to 
adopt,  either  through  the  existing  or  some  substituted  authorities, 
very  extensive  measures  to  ensure  a more  complete  and  healthy 
drainage  of  all  parts  of  the  town ; and  they  Avould  impress  on  the 
meeting  that  no  delay  should  be  allowed  to  occur  in  taking  the, 
preliminary  steps  for  effecting  the  improvement.  The  Committee 
cannot,  however,  refrain  from  noticing  the  main  drain  or  sewer 
leading  from  the  Pall  Inn  to  the  gasworks,  which  for  the  greater 
portion  of  the  distance  is  uncovered. 

“ The  noxious  exhalation  from  this  ditch  in  its  course  through  a 
very  low  and  populous  neighbourhood  must  give  rise  to  much 
malaria  and  disease,  and  if  continued  requires  to  be  arched  over 
immediately. 

“ The  cost  of  re*arranging  and  constructing  the  public  sewerage, 
will  of  course  be  very  considerable  ; and  your  Committee  are  satis- 
fied that  without  the  aid  of  a copious  supply  of  water  for  flushing 
and  cleansing  all  sewers  and  drains,  it  is  impossible  that  they  can 
be  worked  effectually ; and  this  brings  them  to  the  last  subject 
referred  to  them,  that  of  the  best  means  of  procuring  for  the 
inhabitants  a constant  supply  of  flowing  water. 

“ As  to  this  inquiry,  however,  as  well  as  that  of  the  drainage, 
your  Committee  are  unable  to  lay  before  the  meeting  any  parti- 
culars of  an  engineering  nature,  respecting  the  measures  to  be 
adopted  ; all  they  have  accomplished  is,  to  ascertain  (by  an  inquiry 
set  on  foot  by  one  of  their  body)  how  each  dwelling-house  is  at 
present  supplied  with  water ; what  complaints  exist  of  its  defi- 
ciency or  quality ; and  to  recommend  to  whom  the  work  of  sup- 
plying the  town  should  be  confided. 

“ One  suggestion  the  Committee  would  make  in  the  onset,  which 
is  this,  that  if  water  is  to  be  brought  into  the  town,  it  should  be 
accomplished  in  the  most  complete  and  beneficial  manner,  and 
with  this  view  they  consider  it  most  desirable  that  it  should  be  so 
pure  and  uneontaminated  as  to  be  available  for  all  purposes, 
wliether  for  drinking  or  otherwise,  and  that  it  should  be  laid  on  at 
such  a pi'essure  as  to  supply,  if  possible,  the  upper  stories  of  the 
dwelling-houses  throughout  the  town. 

“ There  are,  it  appears,  within  the  town  1,115  inhabited  houses, 
of  these  72  are  without  any  private  supply  of  Water  whatever; 
278  are  partially  supplied,  but  the  water  is  too  bad  and  impure  to 
be  drinkable  ; and  of  the  remaining  765,  469  are  supplied  from 
113  pumps  or  wells.  From  this  statement  it  will  appear  that 
nearly  two  thirds  of  the  houses  have  an  imperfect  or  improper 
supply  of  water,  and  when  it  is  recollected  this  defect  exists  prin- 
cipally at  the  dwellings  of  the  poor  where  population  is  the 
thickest,  it  must  be  apparent  that  the  above  proportion  by  no 
means  represents  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  who  suffer  from 
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the  want  of  that  most  needful  of  all  temporal  blessings,  pure  and 
wholesome  water.  Nor  should  it  be  forgotten  that  the  poor  require 
every  encouragement  to  cleanliness  and  every  facility  for  maintain- 
ing it,  and  that  the  labour  and  strength  at  present  required  of 
them  (and  the  burden,  it  must  be  remembered,  falls  principally  on 
the  weaker  sex)  in  fetching  or  drawing  water,  is  unprofitably 
withdrawn  from  their  proper  occupations,  and  is  in  other  respects 
injurious  to  their  health,  their  comfort,  and  their  morality. 

“ Your  Committee  have  not  much  difficulty  in  expressing  their 
opinion  of  the  best  means  of  pi’ocuring  for  the  town  the  necessary 
supply  of  water.  As  the  Town  Commissioners  have  no  power 
by  their  Act  to  undertake  works  of  this  nature  or  to  contract 
with  any  other  person  or  body  for  so  doing,  fresh  powers  must  be 
sought  for  ; and  three  plans  came  under  the  consideration  of  your 
Committee.  The  first  was,  to  obtain  a special  Act  of  Parliament 
to  supply  the  Town  Commissioners  with  necessary  powers  ; the 
second  was,  to  form  a waterworks  company,  also  empowered  by 
a special  Act ; and  the  third  was,  to  jilace  the  town  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  for  promoting  the  Public  Health,  which 
contains  ample  powers  for  constructing  waterworks,  both  for 
public  and  pi’ivate  use. 

“ Your  Committee  recommend  that  the  last  plan  should  be 
adopted.  Many  reasons  may  be  adduced  why  such  a course  is 
preferable  ; amongst  which  may  be  named,  that  the  expense  of  a 
special  Act  of  Parliament  would  be  avoided,  and  that  there  would 
probably  be  much  difficulty  in  raising  a sufficient  capital  for  a 
private  company. 

“ But  it  appears  from  a minute  investigation  into  the  mortality 
in  the  parish,  that  it  has  during  the  last  seven  years  exceeded,  on 
an  average,  the  proportion  of  23  to  1,000  (being,  at  the  least 
calculation,  and  taking  the  population  at  8,000),  24|,  and  this 
fact  alone  confers  on  the  General  Board  of  Health  absolute 
authority  to  put  in  force  the  Public  Health  Act.  It  would  be 
futile,  therefore,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee,  to  attempt, 
under  existing  circumstances,  to  carry  out  the  object  of  the 
inhabitants  in  any  other  way  than  through  the  medium  of  that 
Act  of  Parliament ; and  looking  at  the  many  other  salutary  pro- 
visions incorporated  in  it  of  which  the  town  would  have  the 
benefit,  your  Committee  have  no  hesitation  in  recommending  that 
a direct  and  authorized  communication  be  opened  with  the 
General  Board  of  Health,  requesting  their  assistance  and  inter- 
ference at  Yeovil ; and  your  Committee  venture  to  hope,  that 
all  parties  will  cordially  unite  in  promoting  the  success  of  a 
measure  of  such  real,  or  rather  such  vital  importance  to  every 
individual  in  the  town.  In  considering  the  subjects  referred  to 
them,  your  Committee  have  naturally  turned  their  attention  to 
the  expenses  of  carrying  out  the  sanitary  improvements  suggested. 
It  is  impossible  to  deny,  that  the  cost  of  effecting  them  will,  in 
the  first  instance,  entail  a considerable  charge  on  the  rateable 
property  in  the  town.  Much,  indeed,  might  be  advanced  to  show, 
that  before  the  lapse  of  many  years,  there  is  every  probability 
that  the  expenditure  will  result  in  economy  and  profit.  But  when 
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it  is  recollected  that  the  health,  nay  even  the  existence  of  a great 
portion  of  the  congregated  thousands  in  this  town  is  at  stake, 
that  the  greatest  sufferers  are  those  who  are  compelled  to  submit 
to  revolting  privations  and  pestilential  nuisances,  who  are  de- 
pendent on  their  health  for  their  daily  bread,  and  who  are  often, 
it  is  feared,  induced  to  submit  to  prolonged  and  dangerous  inroads 
on  it,  rather  than  exhaust  their  pittance  in  procuring  private 
medical  aid  on  the  one  hand,  or  place  themselves  on  the  parish 
books  on  the  other,  enough,  your  Committee  hope,  has  been 
said  to  convince  the  inhabitants,  that  dismissing  all  other  con- 
siderations, they  are  imperatively  called  upon  to  carry  out,  at 
any  price,  the  most  skilful  and  complete  measures  for  preserving 
the  health  and  promoting  the  comfort  of  all  classes  of  their 
fellow  townsmen. 

“ In  conclusion,  your  Committee  cannot  refrain  from  congra- 
tulating the  meeting  upon  the  exemption  the  town  has,  through 
the  Divine  Mercy,  hitherto  enjoyed  from  all  appearance  or 
symptoms  of  malignant  cholera ; and  they  may,  perhaps,  be 
allowed  to  add,  that  if  their  humble  labours  shall  be  found  to  con- 
tribute in  any  degree  to  a continuation  of  this  blessing,  they  will 
think  themselves  amply  rewarded. 

“ Signed  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  at  a meeting 
held  at  the  Town-hall  on  Tuesday  the  7th  August  1849, 

“ William  Tomkins. 

The  facts  stated  in  the  above  report  would  appear  to  be 
conclusive  as  to  the  existence  of  a state  of  things  in  Yeovil 
calbng  for  the  active  intervention  of  some  competent 
authority  to  carry  out  sanitary  reforms.  There  is  reason 
to  believe,  however,  that  it  was  adopted  under  the  in- 
fluence of  the  terror  which  a threatened  visitation  of  cholera 
inspired ; certainly  but  for  this  the  recommendation  for 
the  application  of  the  Public  Health  Act  would  have  been 
repudiated  by  several  of  the  members  of  the  Committee. 
Apprehensions  in  regard  to  the  expense  of  the  application 
of  the  Act  appear  to  have  been  the  cause  of  this  disinclina- 
tion to  resort  to  it.  Nevertheless  after  discussion,  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  were  agreed  to 

“ At  a meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Y:sovil,  held  by 

adjournment,  at  the  Town-hall,  on  the  7th  August  1849, 

John  Batten,  Esq.,  jun.,  in  the  chair  : — 

“ After  a motion  by  Dr.  Tomkins, — That  under  the  circum- 
stances of  the  town,  it  appears  to  this  meeting  to  be  most 
expedient  to  call  on  the  General  Board  of  Health  to  apply  the 
provisions  of  their  Act  to  the  town  of  Yeovil. — Which  fell  to  the 
ground,  not  being  seconded. 

“ Moved  by  Mr.  Vining,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Penny  (draper), 
and  carried, — That  a committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
working  of  the  Health  of  Towns  Act,  and  the  expense  of  it,  and 
to  report  thereon  at  a future  meeting. 
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“ And  that  the  Town  Commissioners  be  earnestly  required 
forthwith  to  enforce  the  removal  of  all  nuisances,  public  and 
private,  referred  to  in  the  Schedule  annexed,  to  the  report  of  the 
Committee  appointed  at  the  public  meeting  on  the  7th  July  last. 

“ Moved  by  Mr.  Newman,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Jaj«es,  and 
carried, — That  a Committee  consisting  of  the  following  gentle- 
men,— Messrs.  J.  T.  Vining,  Josiah  Hannam,  William  Bide, 
Elias  Whitby,  jun,.  Dr.  Tomkins,  B.  Ryall,  Thomas  Samways^ 
and  Thomas  Stent,  be  appointed  to  carry  into  effect  the  previous 
resolutions.” 

Eventually  the  agitation  of  this  subject  was  brought,  for 
a time,  to  a close,  by  the  following  resolution  adopted  by 
the  Improvement  Commissioners,  at  a meeting  on  the  24th 
August  in  the.  same  year : — 

“ Resolved, — That  as  no  direct  representation  has  been  made 
by  the  inhabitants  to  the  Commissioners,  requesting  them  to  take 
active  steps  with  reference  to  the  introduction  of  the  Public 
Health  Act  in  this  town,  this  meeting  does  not  consider  that  the 
Commissioners  are  called  upon  or  justified,  especially  recollecting 
the  great  expense  which  would  be  thereby  incurred  in  originating 
any  proceedings  or  public  meeting  on  the  subject  ; but  that  they 
should  confine  their  attention  to  carrying  out,  with  the  utmost 
energy  and  perseverance,  the  provisions  of  their  Act  of  Parliament 
for  improving  the  drainage  and  sanitary  condition  of  the  tovm.” 

The  matter  after  this  slept  until  the  presentation  of  the 
petition  in  1851,  which  it  seems  did  not  originate  with  the 
Town  Commissioners,  nor  any  other  public  body  in  the 
place. 

After  the  preliminary  inquiry,  of  which  this  is  the  Report, 
was  ordered  by  the  Board,  the  following  requisition  was 
addressed  to  the  Portreeve,  calling  upon  him  to  convene  a 
public  meeting  on  the  subject : — 

To  the  Portreeve  of  the  Borough  of  Yeovil. 


An  application  having  been  made  to  the  Board  of  Health, 
under  the  authority  of  “The  Health  of  Towns  Act,”  and  an 
Inspector  having  appointed  a day  for  visiting  the  town  of  Yeovil, 
in  order  to  obtain  information  relative  to  the  drainage,  and  other 
particulars  within  this  province,  with  a view  to  report  thereon. 
We,  the  undersigned,  respectfully  request  you  to  convene  a public 
meeting  of  the  ratepayers,  on  an  early  day,  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  the  public  affairs  of  the  town  into  consideration,  and 
adopting  such  resolutions  thereon  as  may  be  deemed  expedient ; — 


J.  T.  Vining 
T.  H.  Rowswell 
Thomas  Cave 
H.  Plowman 
M.  Longman 
John  Swatridge 


J.  Milborne 
William  Pickford 
Robert  Tucker 
John  Ryall  Mayo 
Walter  Stuckey 
John  Alexander 


James  Singleton 
Maria  Bullen 
B.  McTier 
Edward  Marsh 
A.  Worner 
I.  Gamis 
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K.  Dobel 
E.  W.  Collins 
J.  W.  Bowring 
Eicliard  Cliaffey 
John  Slade 
John  Rodber 
G.  Wadman 
James  Hancock 
John  M.  Tytherleigh 


Josiah  Hannam 
Robert  Young 
James  Curtis 
Benjamin  Ryall  ' 
Elisha  Walker 
John  Hewlett 
W.  V.  Matthews 
Henry  Raymond 
John  Critchill 


George  Edwards 
Thomas  Colo 
William  Leeman 
Joseph  Penny 
Joseph  Whitby 
P.  Booby  8c  Sons 
John  Raymond 
George  Willmott 
Trenchard  8c  Whitby. 


In  compliance  with  this  requisition,  Mr.  Custard,  the 
Portreeve,  appointed  a meeting  to  be  holden  at  the  Town 
Hall  on  the  8th  of  December  1851.  At  this  meeting  the 

o 

following  resolutions  were  unanimously  agreed  to : — 

Copy  of  the  Resolutions  passed  at  a Meeting  of  the  Ratepayers, 
holden  at  the  Town  Hall  in  Yeovil,  on  the  8th  day  of  December 
1851. 

^‘Resolved  unanimously, 

“ That  if  the  Inspector  should  be  of  opinion  that  the  pro- 
visions of  the  ‘Public  Health  Act,  1848,’  should  be  applied  to 
Yeovil,  it  is  desirable  that  the  boundaries  of  the  district  should  be 
the  boundaries  of  the  parish  of  Yeovil. 

“ That  it  be  represepted  to  the  Inspector,  that,  in  the  opinion 
of  this  meeting  it  is  desirable  the  public  affairs  of  the  town  should 
in  future  be  managed  by  one  elective  body,  if  such  can  be  carried 
out. 


“ That  every  information  be  given  to  the  Inspector  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  affairs  of  the  town,  and  that  a Committee  be  appointed 
to  present  the  foregoing  Resolution  to  the  Inspector,  and  also  to 
watch  the  proceedings  for  the  benefit  of  the  town  ; and.  that 

The  Portreeve,  Mr.  Lyon, 

Mr.  Bide,  Mr.  Hancock, 

Mr.  Hannam,  and 

Dr.  Tomkins,  Mr.  Etheredge, 


be  such  Committee,  with  power  to  add  to  their  number. 

“ That  the  thanks  of  the  meeting  be  given  to  the  Portreeve.” 

Proposed  Boundaries. — The  first  of  tbe  above  resolutions 
recommends  that  in  case  of  the  appbcation  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  the  boundaries  of  the  district  established  should 
be  those  of  the  parish.  Upon  tliis  subject  Mr.  Yining  said 
he  thought  that  the  district  to  be  constituted  should  be 
carried  beyond  the  present  boundaries  of  the  to’am ; and 
recommended  that  it  should  extend  over  the  area  marked 
upon  a map  which  he  handed  -in.  In  support  of  this  pro- 
position he  stated  that  the  buildings  of  the  town  have  from 
time  to  time  extended  beyond  its  accustomed  limits,  and 
might  be  expected  to  continue  to  do  so,  from  the  fact 
amongst  others  that  it  is  in  contemplation  to  bring  three 
lines  of  railways  to  the  town. 
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Tlie  boundary  district  which  Mr.  Vining  recommended 
may  be  described  as  follows  : — Starting  at  the  Yeovil  bridge 
it  followed  the  turnpike  road  to  Lyde-lane,  from  thence 
round  the  boundary  of  Jenning’s  property  into  Brickyard- 
lane  to  Milford-lane,  up  Gold  Croft-lane  into  the  Mudford 
road,  to  the  Catch  gate  : up  the  Mudford  road  to  Up  gate, 
down  the  Combe-lane  to  Noble’s  nap,  up  the  Ilchester  road 
to  the  lane  leading  to  Thorne  to  the  footpath,  and  following 
that  footpath  or  the  fences  of  the  field  into  the  Preston  road, 
from  thence  along  the  road  towards  Yeovil,  to  the  extent  of 
the  parish  boundary,  to  the  rivulet  at  the  foot  of  the  Upper 
Kam  park,  following  the  rivulet  to  the  lane  leading  to 
Northover  field,  up  the  field  to  the  lane  crossing  the  railway, 
along  the  boxmdaries  of  two  fields,  into  the  turnpike  road 
to  Crewkerne,  and  along  such  road  to  the  boundary  of  the 
parish,  following  the  lane  into  the  turnpike  road  leading  to 
Dorchester ; from  thence  following  the  boundary  of  the 
parish  to  the  turnpike  road  leading  to  Stoford,  down  that 
road  to  the  Newton  hill  entrance  to  Newton  House,  and 
thence  along  the  fence  down  the  river  to  the  bridge. 

Mr.  Yining  added,  that  he  could  not  definitely  say  whe- 
ther it  might  be  most  advisable  to  adopt  the  parish  boun- 
dary, but  he  saw  no  objection  to  it.  He  thought,  however, 
that  the  landowners  would  object  to  it. 

Burial-Gkounds. — There  are  five  burial-grounds  within, 
the  parish,  attached  respectively  to, — 1 . The  parish  church  ; 
2.  The  Independents  chapel ; 3.  The  Tabernacle ; 4.  The 
Baptists  chapel ; 5.  The  Quakers  meeting-house. 

1.  The  'parish  church  is  situated  near  the  centre  of  the 
town,  and  the  burial-ground  surrounds  it  on  the  north,, 
east,  and  south ; the  west  side  is  chiefly  occupied  by  the 
entrance  into  the  grammar  school. 

The  ground  is  placed  on  a high  level  with  respect  to  the 
town  generally,  and  is  considerably  above  the  adjacent 
streets  on  the  north  and  east  sides. 

The  extent  of  the  churchyard  is  1 acre  1 rood  20  perches, 
including  the  site  of  the  church.  It  is  very  much  occupied 
with  graves,  particularly  on  the  south  and  east  sides,  which 
having  been  ancient  ground,  is  preferred  by  the  inhabitants. 
The  churchyard  was  enlarged  about  20  years  ago,  at  an 
expense  of  about  500^. 

The  number  of  burials  in  the  7 years  1845-52  was  966, 
being  an  increase  of  138  yearly. 

John  Watts,  who  had  been  sexton  for  the  last  30  years, 
statesj — 
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“ The  ground  is  yellow  earth  for  about  4 feet  down,  when  a 
sort  of  gravel  or  soft  stone  is  arrived  at.  It  is  everywhere  dry  ; 
I never  saw  water  in  a grave.  I go  10  feet  deep  with  some 
graves,  with  some  8 feet,  and  some  we  do  not  dig  more  than 
6 feet.  We  do  not  often  put  more  than  one  body  in  a grave  ; 
and  when  we  do,  the  grave  is  dug  an  extra  depth  on  purpose.” 

He  considers  that  there  is  plenty  of  room  in  the  church- 
yard for  some  years  to  come.  He  adds, — ■ 

“ There  is  no  map  of  the  ground.  I know  most  of  the  places 
well.  I keep  an  iron  rod  for  feeling  where  there  is  room,  and 
sometimes  have  to  try  several  places  before  fixing  upon  a spot. 
Sometimes,  but  very  seldom,  in  making  new  graves,  I come 
against  an  old  coflin.” 

Burials  witliin  the  church  take  place  very  seldom.  The 
last  was  two  years  ago. 

Dr.  Tomkins  says, — 

“ I consider  that  the  state  of  the  churchyard  is,  most  un- 
questionably, prejudicial  to  the  health  of  the  town.  My  attention 
was  more  particularly  called  to  it  by  the  existence  of  a fever  in 
Vicarage-street,  Silver-street,  &c.,  two  years  ago.  There  were  as 
many  as  9 or  10  cases  in  one  or  two  houses  in  Vicarage-street  at 
that  time.  Three  fatal  cases  occurred  in  one  house,  and  two  in 
another. 

, “ I found  previous  to  the  outbreak  of  that  fever  that  the  wind, 
occasioned  by  a moist  atmosphere,  had  been  blowing  over  the 
churchyard  towards  Vicarage-street  for  weeks  ; and  animal  decom- 
position is  apt,  under  such  circumstances,  to  produce  very  injurious 
effects.  I entertain  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  the  churchyard 
contributed  to  the  production  of  that  fever. 

“ The  churchyard  is  extremely  overcrowded,  more  particularly 
on  the  south  side.  The  soil  had  risen  to  such  a height  about 
sixteen  years  ago,  that  many  feet  of  it  were  removed. 

“ It  is  on  a very  high  ground,  as  regards  Vicarage-street  and 
Silver-street.  There  is  a public  well  immediately  under  the  wall; 
there  is  a prejudice  against  the  water,  well  or  ill-founded  I cannot 
say.” 

In  reference  to  the  cases  of  fever  in  Vicarage-street  and 
Silver-street,  mentioned  by  Dr.  Tomkins,  Mr.  Coles,  in 
answer  to  questions  put  through  me  by  Mr.  Mayo,  said,  — 

“With  respect  to  the  malignant  fever  which  broke  out  in 
Vicarage-street  and  Silver-street  two  years  ago,  it  is  very  possible 
in  my  opinion  that  it  might  have  originated  from  the  noxious 
effluvia  emanating  from  the  churchyard.  They  were  malignant 
cases,  certainly.  I should  say  that  the  churchyard  was  a more 
probable  cause  than  some  open  drains  at  the  back  of  the  houses 
in  Vicarage-street,  although  they  were  some  of  the  worst  in  the 
town.” 

2.  The  Independents  Burial-ground  is  attached  to  the 
chapel,  which  is  situated  in  Princes-street,  nearly  in  the 
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centre  of  the  town,  and  surrounded  by  houses  on  all  sides. 
It  comprises  28  perches,  including  the  site  of  the  chapel. 
This  chapel  was  built  in  1796,  but  the  ground  was  not  used 
for  interments  till  some  years  afterwards  ; about  five  or  six 
interments  take  place  in  it  annually,  and  a considerable 
portion  of  it  is  as  yet  unoccupied ; the  soil  is  dry. 

3.  The  Tabernacle  Burial-ground  is  situated  in  Paradise- 
street,  about  a quarter  of  a mile  from  the  chapel ; there  are 
houses  on  each  side  and  in  front  of  it,  but  none  imme- 
diately adjoining.  It  is  23  perches  in  extent,  and  is  walled 
in  on  every  side.  The  ground  lies  high  and  the  soil  is  dry. 
It  was  first  used  for  interments  about  forty  years  ago,  and 
very  few  take  place  in  it,  perhaps  not  more  than  two  or 
three  a year  ; there  is  consequently  a considerable  amount 
of  unoccupied  ground. 

4.  The  Baptists  Chapel  is  situated  in  South-street.  There 
are  catacombs  under  the  chapel,  besides  a small  yard  in 
front ; the  chapel  and  yard  contain  1 1 perches ; these 
catacombs  are  very  rarely  opened,  4 families  only  having 
vaults  in  them.  The  small  yard  in  front  is  not  used  now, 
as  the  Baptists  have  now  a ground  in  common  with  the 
parish  of  Odicombe,  about  four  miles  off 

5.  The  Quakers  Burial-ground  is  situated  about  300 
yards  beyond  the  turnpike-gate,  on  the  Preston-road,  and 
is  therefore  quite  removed  from  the  town.  It  is  a very  old 
ground,  established  upwards  of  a century.  It  is  about  one- 
eighth  of  an  acre  in  extent,  and  the  interments  are  few, 
about  19  having  taken  place  in  the  last  29  years.  It  is  a 
dry  ground,  and  lies  high. 
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GENERAL  CONCLUSIONS. 

From  the  preceding  statements  it  appears  : — 

1.  That  there  is  a Board  of  Improvement  Commissioners 
established  under  an  Act  for  the  paving,  lighting,  and 
draining  the  streets  of  Yeovil. 

2.  That  there  is  also  a quasi  corporation,  composed  of  a 
portreeve  and  burgesses  of  ancient  origin,  still  subsisting, 
although  their  property  is  now  vested  (by  an  Act  passed  m 
1846)  in  a body  of  “ special  commissioners,”  composed  of  the 
said  portreeve  and  burgesses,  and  the  Commissioners  under 
the  Improvement  Act  mentioned  above. 

3.  That  it  appears  to  be  desirable  that  the  local  autho- 
rities of  the  town  should  be  incorporated,  for  all  purposes, 
into  one  body. 

4.  That  the  town  of  Yeovil  is  situated  upon  a soil  of  a 
loose  porous  nature,  the  upper  surface  for  the  most  part 
being  a yellow  marl. 

5.  That  it  is  very  inefficiently  drained,  the  existing 
public  sewers  being  badly  constructed,  both  ats  to  shape  and 
the  materials  of  which  they  are  composed,  being  in  most 
cases  formed  of  dry  stone,  whilst  the  shallow  depths  at 
which  they  are  laid  is  in  most  eases  such  that  they  ai:e  not 
available  for  draining  the  basement  floors  of  the  houses. 

6.  That  there  is  a great  deficiency  of  house  drainage, 
and  that  where  it  exists  it  is  unskilflilly  laid  down,  there 
being  no  superintendence  of  the  works  by  any  competent 
authority. 

7.  That  there  are  no  powers  for  supplying  the  town 
with  water  vested  in  the  Commissioners,  or  any  other  pub- 
lic body ; nor  any  water  company ; that  the  inhabitants 
dbtain  their  water  from  wells,  which  yield  water  of  a bad 
quality,  generally  excessively  hard ; and  that  owing  to  the 
porous  nature  of  the  soil  they  are  very  frequently  con- 
taminated by  leakage  from  private  drains  and  cesspools. 

8.  That  there  is  a great  deficiency  of  privy  accommo- 
dation. 

9.  That  the  only  manufacture  carried  on  in  the  parish 
of  Yeovil  is  that  of  glove  makmg,  in  which  nearly  100,000Z. 
is  annually  expended  in  wages. 

1 0.  That  the  town  is  lighted  with  gas. 

11.  That  the  parish  burial-ground,  situated  within  the 
town,  is  excessively  overcrowded. 

12.  That  the  mortality  is  very  high,  being  after  the 
rate  of  24'6  in  a thousand  ; that  the  sanitary  condition  is 
generally  bad,  epidemics  carrying  off*  1 in  120  of  the  inha- 
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bitants  yearly  will  St  low  fever,  wliicli  sometimes  assumes  a 
typhoid  charactei,  is  almost  constantly  present ; that  there 
^ a great  deal  of  consumption  ordinarily  in  the  town 
which  IS  in  part  attributed  to  the  crowding  together  of 
the  workpeople,  engaged  in  cutting  and  sewing  gloves  in 
small  rooms,  insufficiently  ventilated.  b ^vcs,  in 

bndf;  St  outlying  districts  which  are  as 

' 1 / tT’  1 fi  of  %new,  as  the  town  itself 

14.  1 hat  the  comfort  and  health  of  the  inhabitants 
■would  be  promoted,  and  their  condition  improved,  by 

^ Shthouset^^^  of  refuse  drainage,  extending  to  all 

h.  A supply  of  pure  water. 
c.  Increased  privy  accommodation, 
c . The  closing  of  the  burial-grounds  within  the  town 
and.  the  establishment  of  a cemetery  at  a con- 
venient distance  from  it. 


I THEEEFOEE  RECOMMEND, 

^'t  P"Wic  Health  Act  be 

applied  to  the  Town  of  Yeovil. 

• boundaries  of  the  town  of  Yeovil  as  defined 

^00.  4.  c.  116,  intituled  “An  Act  for  pavino- 
lighting,  &c.  the  Town  of  Yeovil,”  be  the  boundaries^of  the 

peiSns  of  twelve 

1^  qualification  for  members  of  the  Local 

oaid  be  the  possession  of  real  or  personal  estate  or  both 

parish  of  YeoMl  upon  an  annual  value  of  not  less  than  201. 

I have  the  honoiu*  to  be, 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

T ,1  ^ T.  W.  Rmimell. 

io  the  General  Board  of  Health, 

^c,  ^'c.  S^c. 


LONHON : 

Tor  Her  Jlajesty’s  Stationery  Office. 


